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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: If any man willeth to do his 
will, he shall knew of the teaching, whether it is of God, or 
whether I speak from myself.—jJohn 7 : 17. 


1 October 6.—Jesus Walking on the Sea... . . Mark 6 : 45-56 


2. October 13.—Clean and Unclean ......... Mark 7 : 1-23 
3. October 20.—Mission to the 
Gentiles. . . Mark 7 : 24-30; Matt. 8: 5-13 


October 27.—W. anderings i in n Decapolis bar 


4 Mark i: 3t to 8: 10 
5. November 3.—The Sign and the Leaven . . Mark 8 : 11-26 
6 November 10.—World’s Temperance Sunday . . Hosea 7 
. November 17.—The Great Question... . . Mark 8: 27 tog: 
i November 24.—The ‘Transfiguration. . ...... Mark 9 : 2-13 
@ December 1.—The Lunatic Boy ......... “Mark 9 : 14-29 
ro. December 8 —The Child in the Midst. ...... Matt. 18 : 1-14 
11. December 15.—Forgivemess _.......... Matt. 18 : 15-35 
12. December 22. ristmasLesson....... isa. 9: t-7 
Or, For and Against Him. ......... Luke 9 : 49-62 


:3- December 29.—Keview. 


The Holly Tree 
By Clinton Scollard 


SAID the holly tree in the heart of the 
wood, 
When the chill December came, 
“ Mine is a great beatitude, 
For they'll wreathe my bough 
Into garlands now 
To honor the Saviour’s name!” 


And so though torn and rent it stood, 
Its branches riven apart, 

The holly tree in the heart of the wood 
Felt a thrill of joy at heart ! 


Every Week with Dr. James M. Gray 

Has Bible study yet become to you the absorbing, 
satisfying, revealing exercise of your life that you be- 
lieve it might be? Until it is all this to one, his work 
in teaching the Bible to others will not have the ease 
and joy and richness in results that it may have. The 
Sunday School Times hopes to lead its readers, next 
year, into this kind of Bible study, through an article 
every week on the Genesis lessons which will be in- 
tended to point the way to a thorough-going grasp of 
the Scripture material, not for teaching purposes pri- 
marily, but for the personal equipment of teachers, 
adult class members, and all who would make their 
own the treasures of the first book of the Bible. 

The one who will provide this new Bible study de- 
partment in the Times is Dr. James M. Gray, Dean 
of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. Dr. Gray's 
Bible study and teaching have been greatly blessed. 
As the head of the Educational Staff of the training 
school founded by Mr. Moody, his work has had to 
meet the test of the Bible-study needs of the Christian 
workers —teachers, ministers, missionaries—who go 
out from that Institute into the whole world to witness 
for Christ and the power of God’s Word. His pub- 
lished works have put. his teaching to the test far 








beyond the limits of the Chicago school. He will 
now share with the Times’ readers the results of his 
life-time work. . Every week he will guide their study 
of the Genesis lesson by a plan which eventually will 
give a real grasp of the meaning and contents of the 
book asawhole. He will show Aow to study the Bible ; 
he will suggest occasional reading in cther reference 
books for those who wish this; and at the close of 
each week's study he will give a few questions by 
which one may test one’s knowledge of that lesson. 

For those who are desirous of entering into rich fields 
of Bible study an exceptional opportunity is at hand, 


GOP ve 
When God Exposes Men 


We may well ‘‘ go slow’’ in publicly denouncing 
men whose lives seem to be dishonoring their pro- 
fession of Christ. An experienced minister once said 
to a friend who was considering letting certain facts 
be known about another minister who was not doing 
right : ‘*When God gets ready to expose that man, 
he'll do it with a minimum of harm to the church. 
If you and I expose him, we'll do it with a maximum 
of harm.’’ It is usually easier to imagine that it is 
our duty to expose others’ wrong-doing, than to know 
that God lays this duty upon us. 


> at 
Letting Christ Triumph Completely 


Is complete victory over known. sin something 
that we earnestly hope for in this life, or do we ques- 
tion whether such a thing can really be? A speaker 


“at a conference of Christian workers was declaring his 
belief in the sufficiency of Christ to lead us in un- 


broken triumph over sin.’ One who heard him criti- 
cized his message on the ground that he evidently 
was preaching ‘‘sinless perfection.’’ A missionary, 


< 


who had not heard the message but who knew the 
speaker, answered that she did not believe that he 
was intending to say just that, and then she added: 
‘* But why. is it that so many of us are afraid of ‘sin- 
less perfection’? If we really longed for holiness 
above. all else, and heard that any one, anywhere, 
was preaching the possibility of such a thing, would 
we not go eagerly to hear him, welcoming all the light 
and help that we could get from him?’’ Perhaps 
we have not thought of it enough from that stand- 
point. It is right, indeed, to be on our guard against 
unbalanced and unscriptural teachings on sinlessness ; 
undoubtedly it is because of the harm that has been 
done by wrong teachings in this matter that some 
promptly suspect and challenge anything that seems 
to be looking in that direction. But we need also to 
recognize that there are for us, in Christ, riches ot 
unbroken triumph over all known sin which we have 
as yet perhaps not even dared to hope for, but which 
God is longing to have us claim, 


ax 


The Christmas Gift 

God's Christmas Gift to us of: his only begotten: 
Son is meant for our acceptance in a much more 
literal way than many of us realize. He wants us to 
take Christ as our substitute, not in a legal sense 
merely, but in literal reality. . This means that Christ 
in his personal presence will live our life for us if we 
will let him. As we yield up everything to him and 
die to self, Christ in his own person will enter the 
place where self had been, and occupy and fill that 
place with himself, literally, so that for us then to 
live is Christ. It is a literal substitution of the per- 
sonal Son of God for ourself. It makes life for me, 
my \ife, as glorious as Christ's life, as glorious as 
Christ ihmself. That is the meaning of Christmas, 
Have you taken the Gift in all his fulness ? 
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The Joy of Christmas—and Afterward 


HRISTMAS means love. We do not observe 
the day quite as we should if it does not pour 
through our homes and hearts a new wave of 

tenderness and lovingness, a breath of heaven's sum- 
mer air. We do not get from Christmas all we might 
if we are not better after it is gone, if we are not truer- 
hearted, if we do not love God more and our neigh- 
bor, too. 

It is nineteen hundred years since Christ was born, 
since love came down from heaven to begin to change 
this world, to make it better, to sweeten it. ‘Peace 
on earth,'’ the angels sang—‘‘ Peace on earth, good 
will to men.’’ But the Christmas lesson is not yet 
fully learned. Wonderful has been the change 
wrought through the Ciiristian centuries. The influ- 
ence of Jesus has. gone everywhere. Hearts have 
been softened, wrongs have been righted. Nations 
have been lifted up. Art and literature and music, 
all, have become permeated with Christ. But have 
we really learned the religion of Christ? Has the life 
of the world, even of Christendom, been thoroughly 
filled with love, even yet? There is still need for the 
Christmas message. 

On the surface, the Christmas spirit seems to per- 
vade everything. Never before was there so much 
Christmas giving. Merchants have ransacked the 
earth to find articles to sell, and people have bought 
lavishly. But commercialism has come in and Christ 
has been crowded out. There was no room in the inn 
for the mother of Jesus when the great Birthday came. 
Is there much more room for Jesus this Christmas in 
the immense Christmas business which is making the 
merchants so happy? There is love in many hearts, 
and the giving in many homes.is holy and beautiful. 
But out of the great bulk of the giving the soul has 


gone. The day has come to be to many families a 
burden instead of a delight. Never before was the 
day so widely or so expensively observed, but its deep 
and sacred meaning has been too greatly obscured. 

Christmas ought to be the sweetest, heavenliest, of 
all the days of the year. It tells us of the coming of God 
to our earth to live with us and zz us. It tells us of 
the glorifying of our common life, ‘‘ the identification 
of the obscurest and humblest conditions with the 
highest and most spiritual privileges.’’ It ‘‘ translates 
our common, everyday life into the highest speech of 
angels.’’ It gives us a glimpse of what earthly life 
should be. It brings to each one of us the revela- 
tion, ‘‘God loves you,’’ and tells why we ought to 
love one another. Let us try to learn the true mean- 
ing of Christmas and get from it the blessing it has for 
us. ‘*[ bring you good tidings of great joy,"’ the 
angels sang. Have we ever thought of the responsi- | 
bility of Joy? When God makes us glad, the glad- 
ness is not to end with ourselves—we are to pass it on. 
The Lord said two things to Abraham: ‘‘I will bless 
thee.’ ‘*Be thou a blessing.’’ When Thoreau had 
cut wood and built a fire and warmed himself, he 
would call himself before the bar of conscience and 
require himself to answer the question : ‘‘What did 
you do while you were warm?'’ Not many of us 
think that being warmed by the fire which our own 
hands have built involves any responsibility. But 
Thoreau was right. ‘*What did you do while you 
were warm ?’’ is a question we must answer. The 
comfort we received from the heat was not ours to 
keep all to ourselves. It ought to have made life 
mean more to others. 

Christ is born. Love has come down—divine love 
—not merely a sentiment of love, not merely the mes- 
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sage, ‘‘God loves you"’; but God himself, whose 
name is love. Not only was there an incarnation 
lasting for three and thirty years ~the incarnation is 
permanent. Christ came not merely to tell us about 
God—he came to reveal God in us. That is the fire 
at which we are warming ourselves these Christmas 
days. What shall we do while we are warm? What 
shall we do while this great joy of God's love is in the 
heart ? 

We ought to be better after having the blessing of 
another Christmas, The day sets anew for us the lesson 
of love. It is interesting to think of the growth of the 
Christmas spirit in the world. ‘There is more love 
among men than there was a hundred years ago. 
More is done for the poor and the unfortunate. Love 
is increasing. Are we getting more of the Christmas 
spirit in our‘own lives? Are we learning the lesson of 
love any better ourselves? It is not enough to have 
a breeze of tenderness blow over us Christmas week ; 
to have our hearts grow warm for thirty-six hours ; we 
should get more tenderness into our lives to stay there. 
The gentle thoughts and feelings which Christmastide 
starts in us should not fade out at once, leaving us 
nothing to carry back into our prosaic life the next 
day. We ought to keep all these good things, making 
all the days Christmases, We should continue to be 
sweet-spirited, patient, thoughtful, unselfish, gener- 
ous, kindly affectioned. Christmas lifts us up on its 
high tides of love, and we should never drop back 
into the old life any more. Whenever God gives us 
a day of radiant joy, or sweet peace, or blessed vision, 
he wants its memory to stay with us. These moun- 
tain-top days are revealings of what we may :lways 
have. 

The Christmas spirit should also inspire in us a min- 
istry of kindness. Loveisalwayskind. Nothing is more 
worth while than kindness. Nothing else does more to 
brighten the world and sweeten other lives. Robert 
Louis Stevenson wrote in a letter : ‘* It is the history of 
our kindnesses that alone makes the world tolerable. 
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If it were not for that, for the effect of kind words, kind 
looks, kind letters, multiplying, spreading, making 
one happy through another, and bringing forth bene- 


fits, some thirty, some fifty, some a thousandfold, I 


should be tempted to think our life a practical jest in 
the worst ble spirit." 

We should always be ready to scatter kindness 
wherever we go. We are all kindly disposed at 
Christmas time; can we not carry the Christmas 
kindness on into all the days that will come after? 
That is what love means. It is not something for 
special days—it is for all the time. Kindnesses are 
usually little things that we do as we go along. 


** They are little, simple things to do,— 
To sweep a room, to bake a loaf of bread, 
Kiss a hurt finger, tie a baby’s shoe, 
‘To mend a crying schoolboy’s broken sled. 


** Such little, simple things! but they above 

Who on our little world attendant wait, 

And joyful wait, note only if through love 
The deed be done, to count the work as great.’’ 


We do not know the value of these little acts, nor 
their far-reaching influence. We never know when 
we do any little thing for Christ, in love, what the 
end of it will be, what a harvest of good will come 
from it. One writes of a quiet man ; 


‘* In the desert, where he lies entombed, 
He made a little garden there, and left there 
Some flowers that but for him had never bloomed.’’ 


That was worth while. It is worth while to put 
beauty into a dreary spot to brighten it. It is worth 
while to plant a few flowers where none had bloomed 
before. It is a beautiful thing to change a bit of 
desert into a garden. It is still more worth while to 
get love into a heart in which only selfishness and 
hate dwelt before. It is best of all to get Christ ad- 
That 


mitted where he has not been admitted before. 
is the truest and best Christmas ministry. 





Worrying When Children Disappoint Us 


There are times when everything that we can see 
with the eye is so black that it seems as though dis- 
couragement were the only thing possible. What 
shall we do then? Is it fair to say that worry, under 
such circumstances, is wrong? A reader describes a 
case of great need on which light is sought : 


I have been much interested in your articls concerning 
worry and its sinfulness, Now I have in mind a case concern- 
ing which I would like your opinion, wherein it seems impos- 
sible to apply the principle, 

Earnest Christian parents have two boys whom they rear as 
carefully and prayerfully as they know how, fully expecting 
them to develop into true, clean young men. When these 
boys are about fifteen and seventeen, the parents are obliged 
by the father’s illness to be often absent from them, and for 
two years previously for same reason the father has been un- 
able to give the desired oversight. However, all of this time 
the parents carried them daily—almost hourly—in prayer to 
God, believing that he would shield them from the dangers 
incident to that period, as there seemed nothing else they 
could do. 

Without any previous warning, on their return to them the 
parents were shocked to find that the boys had becom: =2am- 
ored of bad companions and evil habits, while keeping the 

arents in ignorance of this. ‘hey promised, however, to cut 
oose and do better, and the parents took heart again, only to 
find the promises broken and deception continued. Lovin 
rebuke and heart-broken entreaties but seem to irritate, an 
from loving, sympathetic and seemingly obedient children they 
became the opposite, with only times of normal manner, 
They are bright, attractive boys and make friends readily, but 
it seems that some habit or habits have so undermined the 
character that the attitude toward life is wrong, and so wholly 
at variance with their parents as to make them feel at war with 
their home and parents. 

Now how can these parents prevent worry? Indeed, have 
thev a right to feel they have turned the matter over to God, 
and can rest upon that? In view of their previous trust and 
the outcome, how can they do this, especially when thev see 
the continued havéc being wrought, and yet are unable to get 
hold of any specific habit that they can feel sure is the cause. 
They are bewildered, and sometimes faith almost fails, when 
thev think of how these boys were early consecrated to Gaa and 
daily committed to him since, and safeguarded as best they 
knew. 

Is it possible for them so to trust God now as to go on with 
shining faces when it seems as if everything they hold dear in 
this world had failed? In fact, to do so would seem to the 
boys, would it not, as treating lightly so great a wrong ? 


We need never be afraid of the effect upon others 
of joy and a shining face. If these parents, show an 
undefeatable, racdiwnt faith in God, they need not fear 
that their boys will mistake this for indifference to the 
boys’ wrong-doing. After Jesus had told Peter of the 
awful sin into which Peter was about to fall in denying 
Him, the next word of our Lord's that John records is, 





‘«Let not your heart be troubled: believe in God, 
believe also in me.’’ And a little later he was telling 
his disciples about his joy,—how it could be in them 
and their joy be made full. Need we think that 
Jesus’ faith and joy caused Peter to think that the sin 
of denying Christ was a light one? 

Is it possible to trust God still, in the face of the 
failures that these boys have made? Yes, it is. And 
it is possible to trust him with a shining face as we 
remember that it is in him, after all, and not in the 
boys, that our whole confidence must lie. It was in 
God that Abraham's faith was centered, not in Isaac, 
when God asked Abraham to give up the one human 
being through whom God’s promises to Abraham 
could be fulfilled. With the loss of Isaac it looked 
as though everything must be swept away ; but Abra- 
ham kept on trusting. And we must remember that 
trust is ¢vws¢: and that means complete trust. We 
either trust completely, or we do not trust at all. 
Worry is distrust. We cannot trust and worry at the 
same time, for we cannot trust and distrust at the 
same time. 

If these boys had done well, and only well, from 
their birth, would their praying, faith-filled parents 
have centered their trust in the boys, or in God, for 
the boys’ further welfare? The boys’ only hope and 
assurance would then have been God, even as it is 
now. Is God less of a hope because the boys have 
proved undependable? God is just as much to be 
trusted while the children are failing as while they are 
succeeding. He is not a stronger, surer God when 
we or our children do well. The boys’ obedience 
would not add anything to God's trustworthiness. 

And this God, who is all-loving and all-powerful, 
has promised to grant that which is according to his 
will and which is asked for in faith and in Christ's 
name. Because his answer is delayed shail we doubt 
him? The life of these boys is not over yet. Cer- 
tainly nothing has yet given the parents any reason to 
say that their previous trust in God has been betrayed 
by him. If to-morrow their boys should turn from 
everything that is unworthy and enter upon lives of 
consecrated, Christ-filled service, would not the parents 
feel that God had heard their prayers from the start ? 
Shall not the parents make it possible for God to work 
out his full, rich will for these boys by continuing to 
trust him as they pray in undisturbed faith for his 
loving, sure care for the childrep that are his and 
theirs together ? 
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Perhaps God is only waiting now for such a radiant, 
shining witness to his love and power, in the faces 
and life and manner of this father and mother, as ‘he 
can use in order to show the boys the beauty of the 
Life into which he is calling them. An anxious, 
down-hearted, despondent life does not let Christ win 
others to himself through us. We may be tempted 
to feel that others’ failures are such that we must 
show our feelings in this way. But it is not God's 
way. God's way is joyous, triumphant, faith-filled, 
loving, confident, eager. Why, we may be so sure 


of the outcome, as we rest everything in God and 


claim his inviolable promises, that no failure of-any 
sort in the one for whom we are led of the Spirit to 
pray can discourage us. The failures are just inci- 
dental delays in the path of eventual triumph in 
which God is holding our dear ones, whether they 
know this or not. We know it, for we have God’s 
word, and we trust him, 

As the parents thus pray and trust in joy and 
thanksgiving, they may be shown new ways in which 
the boys can be helped. Perhaps they can be brought 
into touch with other boys, a little older, whose life 
is a contagious witness of the power and beauty of 
Christ. Or there may be some man within reach 
whose Christ-filled life will be blessed to them. 
There are ways of exposing them to right influences 
which God can mightily use. The warfare of the flesh 
against God is going on in their lives ; there is noth- 
ing in that to surprise or discourage us. ‘They may 
need to have God’s will interpreted to them in other 
ways than through their parents’ life and words ; 
probably most children do. The parents will be led 
as to all this, as they continue to seek God’s whole 
will in quiet, undisturbed faith. 

But the joy, the assurance, the faith, need never 
die out nor be diminished by any circumstances that 
do not affect our chief reliance, which is God. If we 
should find that 4e is losing his power or wavering in 
his love, we might well be disturbed, Until that is 
so, let us rejoice always as we pray on in the knowl- 
edge that his love, his power, and his promises, can- 
not be defeated. 

ax 


What Proves Jesus’ Deity ? 

When Jesus’ identity as the Son of God was 
questioned, what did he do to answer the question ? 
What proofs did he offer? A men’s Bible class in 
Ohio has been discussing a statement recently made 
by a Times lesson-writer that bears on this question. 
The teacher of the class writes : 

Quite a lit:le discussion arose last Sunday in the Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school here over a statement appearing in 
The Sunday School ‘limes of October 19, 1912, on page 664, 
in Mr. Stifler's ‘‘ Lesson Pilot.’’ “his is the statement: 
** Jesus never worked a miracle to prove his deity."’ 

This seemed to be in direct opposition to the prevailing 
opinion of the school. I would like to have the opinion ot 
the Editor. 

There is no record of Jesus’ ever having worked a 
miracle because his deity was questioned. His an- 
swer to those who challenged his.claim to be the Son 
of God was never in the form of a miracle as a proof. 
When the high priest asked him if he was the Christ, 
he quietly answered, ‘‘I am’’ ; but he offered no 
miracle-proof of this. Nor would he attempt to prove 
his deity to the questioning Pharisees, It is evident 
from the Gospeis that Jesus never worked a.miracle 
simply in order to prove his deity. 

Yet his miracles were, of course, a part of the long- 
continued proof of his deity which his whole life 
offered. They evidenced his love, his forgiveness, 
and his omnipotence. To eyes that were not sin- 
blinded and unbelieving, they became precious signs 
of the identity of the Man from whom they came. 
On the other hand, the miracles of Jesus which are 
most commonly thought of as evidences of his deity 
—his works of physical healing, his power over the 
laws of nature and even over physical death—would 
never, of themselves, have proved his deity to the 
world.. Other. men had worked similar miracles, but 
those men had been only sinning, mortals. - Jesus’ 
character was a far greater proof of his deity than any 
such miracles. His self-consciousness, his claim toa 
personal sinlessness that has never been disproved, 
bespoke deity in an overwhelming way. And his 
power over sin in the lives of his disciples, after 
Pentecost, was proof of a kind that the miracles of his 
human lifetime could never have furnished. Jesus’ 
miracles, it is true, were a vital part of his being and 
of his work. They were an expression, an assertion, 
and so a proof, of his deity, to all who would see. 
But his own Life, as revealed in himself and in those 
who received him, was and is the great and precious 
proof of the deity of our Saviour to all whose life is 
Christ. 
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By a Dreamer 





N AUTUMN day at Bethlehem! I went alone. 
' There are times when one is best alone, ‘There 
are places in the footsteps of Jesus where one 
does not wish to be jostled. To sit alone on the well- 
curb at Sychar as Jesus sat, to walk and meditate 
alone in the Garden of Gethsemane as Jesus did, to 
climb some ridge overlooking the loved lake of Gali- 
lee and pray as Jesus prayed, to be alone, if but for a 
little time, amid the wilds and the necessities of that 
wilderness countryside where Jesus fought and won 
the great battle of temptation,—these are privileges 
for’ which one would sacrifice much. 

True, Bethlehem of old was not a solitary place ; 
there were watchers there. The shepherds were 
‘«keeping watch over their flocks by night.’" The 
angels were watching from heaven for the coming King. 
The Wise-men somewhere were watching the stars, Yet 
to sit now beside that great event and look-on in 
vision and watch all these watctfers, to look in-upon 
‘one.of the greatest events of all the world, and ~get 
that one glimpse by night of the gladdest joy of heaven, 
one needs to be alone and undisturbed. So I went 
alone. None were near but the silent driver, silent 
with the silence of an unknown tongue, and the silent 
dragoman, silent with the silence of respectful service. 


T IS not far from the Holy City to this little City of 
David; just far enough for the stream of sweet medi- 
tation to begin to flow easily, steadily, calmly. The 

sharp frosts of the early morning, the chill north wind 
of coming winter, and the bright sun of this bright 
and sunny land, make the day for us. The great 
highway between the long rows of vines, stripped and 
leafless and laid on the ground for the winter, and the 
orchards of sage-grey olive-trees, redolent yet of their 
oily harvest from here and there an over-ripe olive 
clinging to its stem; the pasture-fields, with ‘their 
feeding flocks,—for sometimes yet, as of old, the 
shepherds watch their flocks in the fields until the 
. beginning of winter ; the white we/ by the roadside, 
the sweetest, saddest monument in all the world, that 
marks the place where Jacob mourned for his loved 
Rachel : these make up the interest of the way. 

Now Bethlehem looms before us on its hMl. We 
leave the great highway that runs on to Hebron on 
the south, and turn to the left into the by-way that 
leads up the hill—by the well for whose coolittg 
draught David so longed in the choking thirst of 
battle. It is there to the left, just below the road. 
The gate is passed.’ Weare within the city, His city. 
Immediately bégins anew that ‘oft-repeated battle of 
Christian pilgrim in the footsteps of: the King, the 
battle with the modern and the medieval and the early 
Christian, to break through their hindering presence to 
the real ‘“fields of ‘Bethlehem'’ and the manger 
cradle at the’stable of the village khan one Christmas 
Eve of the long ago. The modern is round about our 
carriage wheels, blocking our footsteps in the streets, 
bargaining, begging, gibing. The medieval assails 
us in the many reminders of crusading times, peeps 
half-timidly from behind many a beautiful Bethlehem 
veil that affects'to hide now the oval face and dark 
‘eyes of Italy, now the fairer face and blue eyes of 
Saxon blood.: - Crusader blood mingled so freely with 
the people of Bethlehem that it is not easy to get a 
glitnpse of the face of such a Jewish maiden as we love 
to think of here—in the long ago. Early Christian 
time obtrudes itself upon us-from the pretentious 
church of the days of Constantine. The Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre was built in Jerusalem, Eleona 
on the Mount of Olives, and this of the Nativity set 
here to enclose and hide from view the manger by the 
inn. But at last the struggling mind breaks through 
these environing circles of history to the Bethlehem 
of His day. These intruders are silent, and then 
vanish ; and a vision appears. 


* * * 


OOK back over that way by which we came, there 
away to the north, beyond the Holy City, beyond 
the summit of Neby Samwil over the long road 

by Samaria, across the plain of. Esdraelon. Down 
from the first low hills of Galilee, a vision comes that 
way to this city of David by the Fields of the Shep- 
herds’ Watch. Modern government sends the census- 
taker and the tax-assessor to the people ; of old, the 
people were made to go to these officers of the law, 


A great missionary leader recently stated that the 
secret of the failures down through church history 
was that God could do so little for those who 
counted small what He counted great. At the man- 
ger cradle—God’s gateway from heaven into the 
road of the Cross—may be learned the mind of 
‘God in his redemption plans for men. To forget 
‘the method of the manger is the constant tempta- 
tion for us to-day, as it was the point of attack 
in Satan's thrusts at our Lord. As we in vision 
stand with the Dreamer at Bethlehem on that first 
Christmas night, and watch the men of earth and 
the angels of heaven, we may learn the method 
and the message of the manger. And may that first 
Christmas method condition all our life and service ! 








each to his own city, wherever it might be. Yonder 
man of Nazareth and his young wife are of the family 
of David, of this town of Bethlehem, and here they 
must come to be enrolled on the list of the Publican 
who has bought the accounts of the taxpayers of the 
little city of David, or upon the imperial list to be 
put up at sale to the highest bidder. 

The painters and the poets have given us eyes for 
the journey of these two, and no one in this land of 
persistent, and thus still primitive, customs can doubt 
that the eyes they have given see aright. So to-day 
we see in vision far away to the north the two on the 
toilsome journey, she on the patient donkey, he trudg- 
ing by her side. The journey is long, she grows more 
weary day by day, and thus each day's progress is 
less and less. Now they have crossed the plain, they 
have entered the hills of Samaria ; now, weary, they 
rest by Jacob’s well. Ah, could she but know! They 
top the ridge by Gibeah of Benjamin, and rapidly 
descend toward the Holy City. Now, see, they turn 
aside to avoid its publicity. They are at Rachel's 
tomb ; he drops a hasty tear and hurries her on. 
They have fallen into the company of others making 
the same journey, and turn with them into the Beth- 
lehem road, by which we came up this hill. But they 
fall behind as others hurry forward to find places for 
the night. They enter the gate alone. It is evening, 
and the day in Bethlehem is over. If they have 
friends here, such have disappeared for the night 
behind the inhospitable exteriors of these Oriental 
homes. To the inn they must go. Let us draw near. 
Heaven is looking ; let us look also. The angels are 
expectant ; may not we be curious? 


H, AT this inn these are unexpected guests. See 
what a crowd there is. Listen! ‘No room.’’ 
Perhaps she is glad to escape such a crowd. 
They turn to the other end of the khan, where the beasts 
are housed and where humbler folk are squatting be- 
side their beasts of burden. Camels are growling 
over their evening meal, while their owners discuss the 
state of the market and incidentally keep an eye upon 
their camels’ loads. Little donkeys meekly munch at 
their mangers, while their riders sit nodding beside 
them, or,despondently gossiping over the hardship of 
new taxes. These are simpler people, and this is a 
quieter place. One might creep in among these in 
the dark and be unobserved. The newly arrived 
guests find a little place and lead the donkey to the 
manger. Soon the camels have ceased to growl, the 
donkeys have emptied their mangers, and with droop- 
ing ears are gone to sleep. The little household nestle 
together in the arms of love by the drowsing donkey. 
The night has settled down, and the little world in 
Bethlehem has hushed itself to sleep until the 
morning. 

But the other, the heavenly world! At this dark- 
est hour the light of heaven breaks forth. Out yonder 
by the watch-tower of the flock the temple shepherds 
keep their vigils. The sheep are couched, and the 
watchers nod. Now the heavenly watchers flash out 
their lights upon a sleeping world and the air is filled 
with the minstrelsy of glory. - The drowsy shepherds 
spring up in alarm. An angel visitant stands before 
them, and a celestial voice announces, ‘‘ Unto you is 
born this day in-the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.’’ Then heaven opens wide its gates, 
the host of heavenly watchers throng out, and the 
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glad song of salvation comes down to this world, 
‘*Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, 
good will among men.”’ 

‘«Lying in a manger,’ the angel had said. We 
turn to look again into the silent stable part of the 
village khan. There in the little manger from which 
the donkey ate his evening meal is ‘‘Christ the 
King."’ The Lord of glory, as the infant Christ, cra- 
dled in a donkey’s manger! Why? 

What is the meaning of the manger cradle? Hid- 
den among the many monstrous things of Egyptian 
mythology is the beautiful story of Hathor's tears. 
The story relates that the goddess was once greatly 
disturbed by the distress of her people upon earth be- 
cause of the hard and cruel sterility of the desert 
lands where so many of them dwelt. In her agony 
for them she took her flight far over the wastes where 
they lived and roamed seeking for food. As she went 
she wept in sorrow and sympathy for them in their 
sufferings, their want, and their helplessness, and as 
she wept her tears fell earthward like drops of rain. 
And lo, wherever in the desert one of Hathor’s tears 
fell, there sprang up a little, living fountain of water. 
Palm trees grew up and shaded it, grass soon covered 
the moistened earth round about. Shepherds came 
and watered their flocks and led*them into the green 
pastures and to rest beneath the shade of the feathery 
palms. In time the whole land was dotted over with 
these green oases that grew and grew until they touched 
each other, and the whole desert thus became the beau- 
tiful home of a happy people. 


IKE many another story of mythology this enfolds 
one of the profound and beautiful truths of God 
stamped upon the very nature of things in this 


world, manifested in the course of divine providence 


and emblazoned in the words of revelation. The desert 
places never grow green except as watered by tears. 
In this world of sin, no burden is ever lifted that is 
not taken upon somebody’s heart. There is no 
blessing for this world except through the agony of 
some loved one. ‘‘ He that goeth forth and weepeth 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing bringing his sheaves ewith him."’ 
** And weepeth.’’ The tears with the ‘‘seed"’ give 
hope of the ‘‘sheaves’’ and the ‘‘ rejoicing."’ 

Then ‘‘ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things and to enter into his glory ?'’ Somehow, in 
the very divine constitution of things in a lost world 
that is to be saved, the agony of the Christ, the tears 
of God, all ‘these things’’ that he suffered, were 
the needful experience of him ‘that goeth forth and 
weepeth bearing precious seed,’’ to the end that he 
may ‘‘come again with rejoicing.”’ From the man- 
ger-cradle in the donkey stable to the lash of the 
scourging, and the spitting of Herod's vile soldiers, 
and the hammer and the nails of the executioner, the 
Christ must ‘‘ suffer these things’’ and ‘enter into 
his glory.’ The manger-cradle for the Lord of glory 
was the beginning of that long humiliation, that 
agonizing journey of the Christ through this world, 
that by his tears the desert should blossom as the 
rose. 

* * + 
HE vision faded away. We rubbed our eyes to 

behold this sad world at Bethlehem once more, 

and then returned to Jerusalem, to America, to 
the highways and the by-ways and the barren wastes 
of life in a sin-cursed world. A voice that is like an 
echo of that angel voice which announced him as 
‘*lying in a manger’’ ever follows us with the ad- 
monition, ‘‘If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.'* The manger-cradle means something more 
than the humiliation of the Christ, something more 
than the tears of God to water this sin-blasted desert. 
It means for me, as it meant for the apostle of old, 
that if I also would help to bring blessing to this. old 
world it must needs be that I take my part with 
others ‘‘to fill up that which remaineth of the suffer- 
ings of Christ.’"’ The only way through this sinful 
world to the glory of a blessed fruitfulness of life at 
the last lies along the deep valley of humiliation. 

** Who sow in tears, with joy shall reap : 

Though bearing precious seed they weep 

While going forth, yet shall they sing, 

When coming back their sheaves they bring.’’ 
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On the Way te Bethlehem (By William Allen 
Knight, Litt.D.).—This charming Christmas book is devo- 
tional, sprightly, beautiful with the additional attractive- 
ness that beautiful binding, soft velvety paper, and 
exquisite illustrations can give. But the book is far from 
being wholly a study of the place of the Nativity. Many 
things-of that dear land are seen on ‘‘ the way to Bethle- 
hem,’’ from the beautiful lake whose charm defies success- 
ful description, the hill-country home of the Saviour in 
Galilee, the curbstone of Jacob’s well, and many spots 
about the Holy City on ‘‘the way to Bethlehem,’’— all 
these are visited ane f lightly touched as with the wand of a 
magician, (Pilgrim Press, $1 net, postage 10 cents.) 


A mags of Civilization in Palestine (By R. A. S. 
Macalister, M, R. I. A., F. R. S. A. 1.).— Writing in the 
series of ‘The Cambridge Manuals of Science and Liter- 
ature, Professor Macalister, with the true touch of the his- 
torian, has brought again life and flesh and blood to the 
bare bones, dismembered and scattered, of early Pales- 
tinian civilization. Probably no other person in the: world 
could have written this manual so well, Early Palestisian 
civilization is known almost entirely from the excavation 
of a few old Canaanite cities, of which Gezer was the most 
important ; and the author of this book was the director 
of the excavations there, Professor Macalister has cast the 
dry materials of the history of civilization into the mold of 
his years of experience as an excavator, and it has come 
out in narrative form as graphic and vivid as any descrip- 
tion of Oriental life of to-day, Ie has furnished the most 
delightful example of the popularizing of scientific arche- 
ology that the reviewer has seen, The busy Bible student 
who wishes to acquire a clear conception of Palestinian 
life in the earliest times and onward will find nothing supe- 
rior to this litle book. (Putnam, 40 cents net.) 


A Camera Crusade through the Holy Land (By 
Dwight L. Elmendorf) is an exceptionally handsome 
volume. The first fifty-six pages are devoted to a brief 
description of the places in the Holy Land which were 
visited by the well-known lecturer on a ‘‘ camera crusaile ”’ 
several years ago. Mr. Elmendorf has recorded his im- 
pressions as he traveled from'one to another of the places 
of special interest to readers of the Bible. He quotes 
constantly from the Bible itself in connection with his com- 
ments. The sympathetic interest of the author in the 
scenes of the Bible events is evident throughout. The 
latter part of the book is a collection of one hundred full- 
page photographs taken by the author. Most of the places 
of well-known biblical interest are included. Mr, Elmen- 
dorf has made a gift-book of great beauty. (Scribners, $3.) 


Things Seen in Palestine (By Ada M. Goodrich-Freer, 
F. R.S.G.5S.).—It is as though the people of the land 
said to us through this book, ‘* Come in,’’ and we came 
in and dwelt among them, So vivid are its descriptions 
of life that it seems to give us experience—a little every- 
day, real experience—among Palestine people. Todo this 
is apparently the one purpose of the book, and it is admira- 
bly carried out, The spirit in which this is done is the 
spirit of sympathy, not the spirit of criticism, Slight inac- 
curacies of over-enthusiasm may be readily pardoned be- 
cause of the great help which only sympathy can give io 
realism, (Dutton, 75 cents net.) 


A Short History of Ancient Egypt (By Percy E. 
Newberry and John Garstang).—No one ever agrees with 
all that any one else says about Egypt. There are many 
things in this history to which many will not assent, but 
this need hinder no one from recognizing the unique and 
very attractive form in which Egyptian history is here pre- 
sented. Instead of following the familiar plan of a dynas- 
tic and largely military history in response to the boastful 
character of so much of the monumental inscriptions, we 
have the domestic, the civil, and the religious history put 
to .the front, Egypt’s institutions and life given the first 
place. There is an element of danger in this, as there is 
much more of inference in such a history than in one 
which deals as usual with military campaigns. It is possi- 
ble also to obscure the fragmentary character of Egyptian 
history in large measure, which also creates some false im- 
pression. Yet this innovation in form will be welcome for 
more than mere variety, for it is the real life of ancient 
Egypt that the authors have attempted to set before us. 
The uncertainty of Egyptian chronology beyond the mid- 
dle of the second millennium is recognized; the authori- 
ties differ about two thousand years. It is a most helpful 
litue book. (Dutton, $1.25 net.) 


Bismya, or the Lost City of Adab(By Edgar James 
Banks, Ph.D.).—Here is a fascinating story of discovery 
in thé distant and difficult and dangerous field of Babylonia. 
The preface makes large claims for the discoveries recorded, 
putting them’ second only to Tello in importance. In in- 
terest the book fulfils its promise. Time will determine 
the importance of the discoveries it announces. Vivid and 
minute account is given of the experiences of the excavator 
in the Euphrates valley amid all the delays and tortuous 
ways of Arab sheikhs, tricky dragomans, and adroit Turkish 
officials. ‘The readable interest of the record is important, 
for many a good piece of scientific work in the field has 





Most of us could do a great deal more reading of 
substantial books than we do. And many of us 
want to do this. When some of us go a step farther, 
and realize that we ought to read more, we are get- 
ting into a healthy attitude of mind. If, just here, 
we need a cheering word of practical advice show- 
ing us how we are to accomplish the reading that 
we have not been doing, Mr. Speer has just that 
word for us on another page. As a guide to our 
reading, almost fifty recent books in varied fields are 
briefly reviewed in this issue of the Times. A 
wealth of opportunity for increased equipment in. 
Christian service confronts us all in this day of 
good books. 








suffered trom a poor narrator. From the beginning of the 
account of discoveries, when ‘‘ almost the first stroke of the 
pick revealed . . . the square yellow bricks of the temple 
platform, and brushing the dirt from the fragments of one 
of the bricks I read in wedge-shaped characters the name 
of Dungi, the king of Ur, 2350 B. C.,”’ until the night 
scene when, with a few of his most trusted workmen, Dr. 
Banks dug out of the ruins the marble statue of King 
Da-udu (David), which he claims is the oldest real statue, 
in the round, with free arms, known in all the world, in 
all this there is not a dull page. The results of Dr. Banks’ 
work must meet the fire of criticism, as they are, indeed, 
already doing ; and it is too soon to know the outcome. 
The public is greatly indebted to the excavator and to the 
University of Chicago for his work and his book. (Put- 
nam, $5 net.) 


The Strangling of Persia (By W. Morgan Shuster). 
—Mr. Shuster’s book incarnates the spirit of the twentieth 
century. It tells the story of the audacious effort of one 
lone man—called to his high place of opportunity as 
Treasurer-General of Persia because that sorely-oppressed 
nation trusted the United States—to give the old empire, 
weary of tyranny, despotism, and court corruption, an 
opportunity to prove whether it was capable of self-govern- 
ment. The book is a modest, careful, and readable narra- 
tive of the recent exciting history of the land of Cyrus and 
Xerxes, of Queen Esther and the prophet Daniel. It is a 
real contribution to the literature of world interest. (The 
Century Co., $2.50 net.) 


Egyptian Days (By Philip S. Marden).—Here is a 
book for the intending Egyptian tourist that is likely also 
to induce the stay-at-home to become a tourist before he 
has finished the book. The style is clear, and: the narra- 
tive portions racy. The serious description of the sites of 
Egypt-is one of the best for the popular reader, telling well 
the most interesting things and leaving out technicalities. 
The narrative of daily life and travel experience is only 
less laughable than. Mark Twain’s ‘* Innocents Abroad,’’ 
though it lacks the touch of pathos which is a mark of the 
highest humor. But it is delightfully, irresistibly funny, 
and about as true to real experience as any really funny 
description ever is, Of all recent books upon Egypt, this 
is probably the most acceptable to popular readers. 
(Houghton, Mifflin Co., $3 net.) 


Personal Traits of Abraham Lincoln (By Helen 
Nicolay).—A worthy pendant to the great standard History 
of Lincoln by Nicolay and Hay is this beautiful volume 
from the pen of John G. Nicolay’s daughter. When Mr. 
Nicolay was collecting material for his famous work he put 
much material into a few envelopes marked ‘‘ Personal 
Traits.’ This matter he never used, as the work was con- 
sidered complete of its kind without it. Miss Nicolay was 
much with her father during his days of joint authorship 
with Mr. Hay, and the work she has now published is a 
distinct and unique contribution to the literature of its 
subject. (The Ceniury Co., $1.80 net.) 


Letters of Ulysses S. Grant (Edited by his nephew, 
Jesse Grant Cramer).—Issued in a plain but dignified form 
of print and make-up, these letters give an insight into the 
genuineness and nobility of this leader.in war who abhorred 
war. They cover a period from 1857 to 1878, and are 
mainly written to Grant’s father and youngest sister, a few 
others being included. Not having been written for pub- 
lication, nor even for official eyes, they let in the light upon 
the General’s kind heart, as well as upon his intellectual 
discernment, his sense of justice; and his irresistible will. 


(Putnam, $1.75.) 


The Provincial American (By Meredith Nicholson). 
—Mr. Nicholson, in his volume of essays, begins with three 
delightful papers on his state, Indiana, and its capital. He 
is not the least ashamed to confess himself a Western man, 
with a Western accent and a Western point of view ; and he 
will surprise many readers by the abundance of what.he 
has to say-of the men and the history of his state... Of. the 
five essays which follow, one is famous: ‘‘Should Smith 
Go to Church?”? Much that is said in it is true, but the 


author misses the point that the church never has attracted 
the ‘* Smiths ’’ to the extent he requires of it. A gospel 
which pronounces a humiliating verdict upon human na- 
ture, which requires us to believe what is humanly incred- 
ible, and to do what is humanly impossible, always ~has 
repelled a large body of the ‘*Smiths’’; and we had our 
Lord’s word that this would be so, The essay on ‘* The 
Tired Business Man’? has much good sense, and ‘‘ The 
Spirit of Mischief’’ is acharming study of juvenile psychol- 
ogy. (Houghton, Mifflin Co., 240 pages, $1.25 net.) 


A History of American Literature (By William B. 
Cairns, Ph. D.).—Professor Cairns has shown himself judi- 
cious and appreciative in selection, as well as stable in his 
sense of proportion, here so many writers, eminent and 
obscure, have to be reviewed and estimated, the latter at- 
tainment is one of unusual worth. The book can be highly 
commended alike to the school and to the general home 
reader. Some omissions will naturally excite criticism, as 
will some inclusions and estimates, is is, however, not 
only to be expected, but is in praise of the book as one 
of positive positions. (Oxford University Press, $1.75.) 


Introduction to Browning (By Ella B. Hallock).— 
Eleven short poems, with: clear, concise hints for their 
study, make “ this attractive little helper to a wider inter- 
est in one of the great poets of England. Some of the 
poems are well known to school- boys and -girls; others 
are much less known. The few ‘‘ Hints for Study ’’ that 
follow each poem are really excellent for the teacher or for 
the home reader. (Macmillan, 75 cents net.) 


Gateways to Literature and Other Essays (By 
Brander Matthews, D.C.L., Litt.D., LL.D. ).—It is to be 
expected that a volume of essays on literary matters from 
the pen of Professor Matthews will be both readable and 
scholarly. His work is especially marked by two things: 
great scope in his knowledge of literatures, and sane com- 
mon-sense views of standards, The range of subjects in 
this volume is wide, and the treatment informing, critical, 
and thought-provoking. (Scribners, $1.25 net.) 


Religion and the Growing Mind (By John Douglas 
Adam, D.D.).—For the earnest mind that is learning of 
the wonders of personality through psychology, and is puz- 

*zled as to how his religion is to fit in with the new facts, 
Dr. Adam has a strong message. Packed into the short 
chapters are the concentrated results of a life of experience 
with the indwelling Christ. Starting with the elemental 
self and its growing needs, and avoiding theological and 
critical questions, the author shows how the living Christ 
may be made a reality in experience. Perhaps much of 
what is pictured of the rich life that results from the .con- 
trol of the Spirit will not be understood by the reader who 
has not experienced the higher Christian life of victory, but 
he will be stimulated to seek that life by an earnest reading 
of these pages. As step by step the natural questions of 
life and its relation to Christ are answered, Christ .is seen 
to be the One who answers thé ultimate needs of our 
beings, and the One in whom all the mysteries of psychol- 
ogy are hidden, (Revell, 75 cents net.) 


The Authority of Religious Experience (By 
Charles Lewis Slattery, D.D.).~The theme of the Pad- 
dock Lectures for this year is that a pastor has first-hand 
information which no theologian can discover in books, or 
by reasoning, and that therefore the pastor can make an 
important contribution to theology. . This is ably and 
finely stated in the first lecture on ‘* Research and Expe- 
rience ’’; the author then goes on to discuss the Bible, the 
Church, Immortality, Jesus Christ, God. Dr, Slattery 
possesses a true pastor’s interest and sympathy. He is at 
his best on the church, Jesus Christ; and God; is not 
wholly satisfactory on the Bible; and the work seems to 
be weakest on immortality. The author seems unduly in- 
clined to make religious experience the final test of Chris- 
tianity apart from the safeguarding guidance of Holy 
Scripture. But if the book is read with due consideration 
of the supreme authority of the Word of God it will carry 
a helpful and inspiring message. (Longmans, Green & 
Co., $1.80 net.) 


The State of the Church: A Plea for More Prayer 
(By Andrew Murray, D.D:).—The Edinburgh Missionary 
Conference said that the greatest problem in the missionary 
enterprise at the present time was the spiritual condition 
of the home church. ‘* We are moving up to a situation 
for which we are not prepared.’’ ‘‘ The Christian experi- 
ence is not deep, intense, or living enough to meet. the 
world’s need.’’ Coming from such a Conference, these 
and many similar words challenge us. They have gone 
deep into the soul of one of the most trusted ministers of 
this generation, Dr. Andrew Murray, whose books on the 
Christian life have made him known and trusted as a man 
deeply taught of God. His book is, in effect, a diagnosis 
and a remedy. He pleads, with great entreaty, for the 
church to come into the secret place and pray. And he 
calls upon all, especially the ministers of the church, to 
have a far larger faith in the promise ofthe Father. Dr. 
Murray, in his ‘preface, suggests the possibility of publish- 
ing a similar book suggested by those two epoch books of 

















LESSON FOR DEC. 22 (Isaiah g : 1-7} 


Forsyth’s, on ** Positive Preaching and the Modern Mind,’’ 
and ‘* The Cruciality of the Cross.’’ It is to bé hoped that 
he will not long delay it. (Revell, 75 cents.) 


The Christian Conception of God (By Walter F: 
Adeney, D.D.).—The English ** Free Church Council ’’ is 
procuring the issue of a series of books on Christian faith 
and doctrine, under the general editorship of the Rev. F. B, 
Meyer. The men selected are representative of the ortho- 
dox dissenters. In this series Dr. Adeney’s is a book of 
many excellencies, Its author is well informed as to what . 
has been written on this great theme, and he shows a well- 
balanced Picoes: in treating it, He sets out with a dis- 
cussion of the sources of our knowledge of God, putting in 
the first place the teaching and the person of Jesus Christ. 
But he combats both those who reject the Old Testament 
as a source, and the Ritschlians, who reject nature and 
reason from the list. He insists that God is the Father of 
all men, but none the less that his holiness involves sever- 
ities toward sinners.. He vindicates the divine Personality 
from the objections of Spencer and other Agnostics ; and the 
divine transcendence. from Mr, Campbell and other one- 
sided asserters of the divine immanence. ‘The Incarnation,,. 
the work of the Spirit, and the Trinity are ably discussed. 
(Revell, $1 net.) 


The Preacher : His Life and Work (By J. I. Jowett, 
D.D.) is a book of distinguished merit,—lofty in tone, 
vigorous in thought and phrase, intensely spiritual in qual- 
ity, timely and pungent in appeal. From chapter to chap- 
ter one feels a constantly rising tide of power. Dr. Jowett 
is modest in manner, acute in analysis, pointed, pithy and 
forceful in utterance, nobly reverent and tenderly warm in 
feeling. He takes one out into the wide spaces, and there 
introduces him to God. The clerical reader is first inter- 
ested, then in turn ‘sobered, solemnized, electrified, and 
humbled—and always fed. Those who resent the sting of 
conscience will avoid the book. The seven lectures show 
painstaking and conscientious craftsmanship throughout. 
They treat incisively of The Call to bea Pronslinn The 
Perils of the Preacher, The Preacher’s ‘Themes, The 
Preacher in his Study, in his Pulpit, in the Home, as a 
Man of Affairs. The Yale Lectures have probably never 
rendered better service than in this volume, (Doran, 


$1.25 net.) 


The Ordinary Man and the Extraordinary Thing 
(By. Harold Begbie) presents in a moving way the substance 
of the life-story of thirteen men, one by one, in such form 
as to constitute the book a powerful argument for Y. M. 
C. A. work and organization. There is here something of 
the spirit of the stirring tales in the author’s famous ‘* Twice- 
born Men,’’ but these instances of striking conversion and 
transformation are taken from normal and sub-normal walks 
of life; not from the slums. The narratives have a way of 
gripping you; they show you real men undergoing vital 
and often critical experierice, and rising to noteworthy use- 
fulness in various ways as Christian workmen, The author 
is always fresh, virile, compelling. (Doran, $1.25 net.) 


Broken Bread for Daily Use (By the Rev. Evan H. 
Hopkins),— Many busy Christians find spiritual vision and 
strength for the tasks of the day by having some Scripture 
verse for each day, together with a brief comment on it, 
The value of this method lies largely in the care with which 
the Scripture is selected, and the terseness and spiritual * 
insight with which the Scripture is opened. Among the 
many such books, the Editor of The Life of Faith has given 
us one of the most useful. (Revell, 50 cents, cloth; $1, 
leather.) 


The Family in its Sociological Aspects (By James 
Quayle Dealey, Ph.D.).—The author has the highest re- 
gard for the family as ‘‘a nursery of religious aspiration, a 
school for the broader life of the world, and a home of co- 
operative activity.’’ It1s to him ‘the real social unit, the 
germ of society, the fundamental social institution, on the 
welfare of which depends the hope of continual progress.’’ 
Ile is keenly alive to the perils which beset it trom the in- 
trusion of industrialism, the lowering of morals in many 
classes, and other hostile influences. He emphasizes 
rather too much the very uncertain science of eugenics. 
It is regrettable that the author assumes that our race began 
in the savagery of indefinite relations, and not in what he 
calls the patriarchal family. He thus repeats the error of 
many evolutionary sociologists in assuming that every situa- 
tion in the present social condition of mankind stands for 
a stage in the past development of the race, whereas sav- 
agery is the result of degeneracy, whose reality is admitted 
by leading eyolutionists. The historical part of the book, 
especially the account of the Roman Family and of the Fam- 
ily in America, is especially valuable (Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 75 cents.) 


The Kallikak Family (By Henry Herbert Goddard, 
Ph.D.).—There is no institution in the world in which 
the intensive scientific stu:ly of the heredity of feeble- 
mindedness has been pursued with such exacting rigor and 
such balance as at the Vineland Training School. Some 
years ago the gifted superintendent, Mr. E. R. Johnstone, 
took measures for attaching.a psychological laboratory to 
the institution, and Dr. Goddard was appointed its direcior. 
This book gives the results of the investigation of a* 
single inmate and of her forbears and collaterals to the 
number of some “.undreds. Although but preliminary to 
a larger work, and written to the popular understanding, 
it is, in its field, distinctly epochal. Scientific men, pub- 
licists, and the people generally, ought to know Dr. God- 
dard’s book: It is simple, clear, forcible... It is con- 
structive, too, for it points the way toward the prevention 
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of over sixty percent of our feeble minded dependents 
who are such a heavy burden as well as a menace to 
society, (Macmillan, $1.50 net.) 


Teaching in School and College (By William Lyon 
Phelps, Ph.D‘). No more delightfully written book on 
teaching than this has appeared of late. It is entirely un- 
academic in form, frank in personal confession, brim({ul of 
the sound sense that can come only out of the experience 
of a teacher of natural insight. To a man so equipped by 
nature and so deeply moved by ‘¢ the inner satisfaction that 
accompanies mastery,’’ the technique of pedagogical for- 
mula is not conscious in his art. The chapter on “Ima- 
gination in’ Teaching ’’ is of striking practical value. Per- 
haps the chapter on English pronunciation is a little care- 
less or inadequate in its facts, but it is useful in its fine 
simplicity. The author’s style is clear, strong, unaffected, 
and genuinely representative of the man himself. ‘The In- 
troduction is at once ‘good-humored, dignified, inspiring, 
and delicious, (Macmillan, $1 net.) 


Why Go to College? (By Clayton Sedgwick Cooper.) 
—Mr. Cooper does not believe that our educational found- 
ers were fools, nor does he applaud the drift from learning 
to engineering and similar fields, He sympathizes heartily 
with the collegian, his tastes and distastes, his work and 
his sports. He tells us that most of the young men are 
genuinely religious, although they do not show this in 
conventional ways. The book is wholesome, breezy, full 
of good things, both original and quoted, (‘The Century 
Co., $1.50 net. ) 


Woman in the Making of America (By H. Adding- 
ton Bruce).—With no pretension to exhausting its subject, 
but eminently readable, is Mr. Bruce’s volume. - It deals 
with women in every stage of the country’s development, 
from the first colonists to the present age of social workers 
and clubs. The book-fuses into one story the narratives 
of many American heroines, some well known to history, 
while others lived lives of simple obscurity. Especially 
pathetic are the narratives of what the women of colonial 
times suffered in the Indian raids on the frontier settle- 
ments ; and of what others like Mrs. Hutchinson and Mary 
Dyer endured in their exposure to the relgious intolerance 
of the time. (Little, Brown, & Co., $1.50 net.) 


One of the Multitude. (By George Acorn).—London 
has given us many tales of its mean streets, but not so 
many autobiographies. Mr. Aco:n meets this need. His 
is a story of oppressive want, present temptations, sordid 
cares, and much else. But it ends happily. ‘he book is 
valuable as an exhibit of the mind of what General Booth 
called the submerged tenth. It shows that their problem 
is by no means so easily solved as the socialist would have 
us believe, as mental and spiritual resources are even more 
wanting than physical. It is surprising to see how rarely 
the writer’s life was touched by any of the religious and 
charitable agencies of the East End. (Dodd, Mead & 
Co,, $1.25 net). 





‘* The one essential thing in reading is to 
read, and to do this the only time we ever 
have is not the time we had, or the time our 
programs of reading call for in the future, but 
the time.we actually have now. . . . This is 
the only way most of us will ever get any 
reading done ; namely, by seizing the frag- 
ments of time as they fly.’’— From ‘‘ How to 
Do One's Reading,’’ by Robert E. Speer, in 
this number of The Sunday School Times. 











The Wonders of the World Described by Great 
Writers (Collected and edited by Esther Singleton) .— 
As a purveyor of selected products of authoritative pens 
the compiler of this interesting book has had a large and 
varied experience. For the present work she has grouped 
such commanding or mysterious monuments of man’s 
achievement, or of natural wonder, as fitly illustrate the 
book’s title. The selection is well made. The descrip- 
tions are from such master-hands as Bayard Taylor, Pierre 
Loti, William H. Prescott, Gordon-Cumming, George 
Ebers, Arthur Penryhn Stanley, and _Geerge Rawlinson. 
A worthy gift-book, this, for youth or man, and for almost 
any range of intelligence. A stimulus to the imagination, 
beering also vast and varied information. (Dodd, Mead 
& Co, $1.60 net, postage 18 cents.) 


Children of History (By Mary S. Hancock) .—These 
two little volumes are printed in clean, large, black type, 
and illustrated copiously with pictures in black-and-white, 
and also with pictures in soft and pleasing color, The 
first volume contains stories of noted children from Romu- 
lus to Olaf the Brave, the second from William the Con- 
queror to Florence Nightingale. The plan is good, the 
execution excellent. The diction is simple enough for 
little children. yet not affectedly so, and consequently the 
telling is worth while for older children and for some of 
us who have forgotten these interesting facts of human life 
—or, mayhap. never knew them. Mothers and teachers 
can employ these handy books with profit and delight. 
(Little, Brown & Co , two volumes, each 60 cents net). 


Children at Play in Many Lands (By Katherine 
Stanley Hall. Illustrated by Spencer Baird Nichols). 
Nearly all the games here described were used and enjoyed 


* 779 


by the boys and girls who helped in the missionary exposi- 
tion known as ‘‘ ‘The World in Boston,’’ Miss Hall has 
had much experience among children in many lands, and 
she trained two thousand childrew to play games like these 
in the exposition. ‘The descriptions are short'and easily fol- 
lowed with the aid of the numerous outline drawings. The 
book will be a boon to teachers, parents, and children, It 
carries also the truth that mankind is tied together by com- 
mon interests, aims, and enjoyments. (Missionary Educa- 
tion Movement, 75 cents.) 


Child Labor in City Streets (By Edward N. - 
per. Ph.D).—-This book duplicates no other. The child 
abor which good people have learned to abhor and hoped 
to suppress is chiefly the work in factories. Dr. Clopper, 
however, now calls our attention to a most demoralizing 
and destructive form of child labor, such as that of the 
newsboy, the bootblack, the messenger, and the vendor of 
fruits and flowers. These children are often enslaved by 
the padrone system, and there is little or no outlook for 
them but degeneracy and crime. This book comes from 
official sources by an authoritative pen, It abounds in 
distressing facts and figures. (Macmillan, $1.25 net.) 


The Conservation of the Child (By Arthur Holmes, 
Ph.D.).—One lays down Dr, Holmes’ book with mingled 
feelings of depression over the tragedy of the more than 
one hundred thousand defective children in this —s 
and thankfulness that the problem is receiving scientific 
and sympathetic attention. Dr. Holmes presents the work 
of the psychological clinic, notably that at the University of 
Pennsylvania, in behalt of children who either mentally or 
morally deviate from the normal. He describes how the 
skill of the physician, surgeon, and psychologist unite in 
this clinic to discover, conserve, and develop, as far as 
may be, every possibility remaining to an unfortunate child. 
The facts set forth, especially upon the moral deviate, 
ought to bé known by every religious worker with children 
and young people. (Lippincott, $1.25.) 


The Best of a Bad Job (by Norman Duncan) is a tale 
to be remembered, As Skipper Tumm, who is supposed 
to tell the yarn, says: ‘**”I'will go on*and on. For genera- 
tions t’ come they’ll tell it in the forecastles o’ Labrador 
craft in harbor ’’—the tale of old Tom Tulk, till middle life 
the bravest of the brave, then losing his nerve through care 
of a little, crippled grandson ; how, through the child, he 
became a man again, and learned to make the best of a 
bad job; how, becoming blind through exposure, in old 
age he triumphed over all obstacles, and ‘‘ fetched his load 
home of a failed season,’’ his ship awash and running be- 
fore a gale. You know how Norman Duncan would do it 
—all the thrilling action of storm and stress, You will not 
forget his old hero, who used to say that his ‘* favorite 
Bible text’’ was, ‘*A little kid makes the best pilot.’’ 
(Revell, $1 net.) 


The Man With the Pitcher (By John F. Genung) 
is a Christmas story, told with the simplicity; precision, 
and charm which the readers of his several volumes have 
learned to expect from the accomplished author, In in- 
terpreting the scant biblical records he uses a chastened 
imagination with skill and impressiveness, Obed and 
Jesus, here supposed to be born the same night and in 
the same little town, are closely and touchingly linked, 
first through striking experiences of their parents, and 
later through their own experiences on the night of the 
Betrayal. Many years after, Obed tells the story to a 
company of travelers who had heard Paul preach. ‘The 
publishers haye given the. little volume an appropriate 
setting, and it makes a choice gift-book for the Christmas 
season. (Crowell, 50 cents net.) 


The Upas Tree (By Florence L. Barclay).—A young 
author, leaving his wife at home, spends several months in 
Africa getting ‘local color’’ for a novel. Returning ill 
with fever, he imagines in his delirium that he is a deadly 
upas tree, and that under the shadow of his selfishness, love 
and life are being destroyed. There is also a touch of the 
occu t that seems a trifle incongruous with the scriptural 
tone, characteristic of this and the author’s later novels. 
All the later stories of the author of ‘‘ The Rosary ’’ have 
revealed fine qualities and a lofty tone, as in this intense 
and subtle tale. (Putnams, $1.00 net.) 


Christmas (By Zona Gale) is permeated with the 
quality of genius that distinguishes all her stories. Here 
the author concentrates her views concerning-this age-long 
Christian institution, Christmas, under present-day treat- 
ment—with its worry and fret, ‘* present-trading,’’ and 
extravagance. ‘The story, as a vehicle of her protest and_ 
better hope, is simple enough, though full of tenderness, 
In a little village, where the factory has been shut down 
and all are feeling poor, the people sign a paper agreeing 
to have no Christmas celebrations this year in churches, 
shops, and homes. But the real and undying ‘‘ Christmas 
spirit ’’ appears and prevails. (Macmillan, $1.30 net.) 


Avanti: A Tale of the Resurrection of Sicily (By 
James M. Ludlow, D.D., L. H. D.).—Dr. Ludlow com- 
bines true scholarship with a true literary sense. ‘This 
means that he is careful in his investigation of historical 
facts, causes, and effects, on the one hand; and that he has 
the imagination, the artist’s sense of proportion, and power 
of literary expression on the other. His themes are in 
comparatively untrodden fields. The present volume is a 
story of the resurrection of Sicily in the Garibaldi period. 
The book is quick with life. rapid with movement, intense 
with soul, absorbing and informing. (Revell, $1.25 net.) 


( Other books of fiction are,reviewed on page 785) 
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How to Do One’s Reading 


By Robert E. Speer 





“I believe,” said Canon Yates of Jerusalem, at a conference last spring of missionary workers in 
Syria, “ that in our day religion and culture, which have been often divorced, are to be welded 
together as never before to the lasting gain of both.” Are we as well read as we should be for our 
best service in the Kingdom? Mr. Speer tells us how to get our reading done; and the Times, 
through its book reviews, seeks to bring good books and appreciative readers together. 


HERE is only one feasible way to do one’s read- 
ing. And that is to do it. It is just because 
many people forget this obvious commonplace 

that they get no reading done. They talk about their 
disappointment that they can't get time to read, yet 
they go to hear lectures on literature, or to see plays 
which consume whole evenings of time. They think 
about programs of reading, or discuss the best yard- 
long shelf of books, or debate the case of the classics 
against modern languages in education, and of the 
great books of the past against the books of the hour 
in literature, and on these theorizings and arguimenta- 
tions they waste the precious time during which they 
might read. The one essential thing in reading is to 
read, and to do this the only time we ever have is not 
the time we had or the time our programs of reading 
call for in the future, but the time we actually have 
now,—the time, for example, which some one is 
spending in reading this article which might be spent 
in reading Gilbert Murray's translation of the Medea 
of Euripides, or Gibbon's ‘* Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire,’’ or Boswell’s ‘* Life of Johnson,’ or Zeller’s 
‘Greek Philosophy,’’ or Pascal's ‘‘ Thoughts,’’ or 
Ruskin's ‘‘Seven Lamps of Architecture,’' or Eder- 
sheim's * Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah.’ 

This is the only way most of us will ever get any 
reading done ; namely, by seizing the fragments of 
time as they fly. We are tempted to defer our read- 
ing great books until we can be sure of uninterrupted 
days for it, and because the uninterrupted days never 
come we never get to the great books. But suppose 
the uninterrupted days do come ; how are they made 
up? Do the minutes occur simultaneously? Not a 
bit of it! They come one at a time, end on end, just 
as the fragmentary minutes come. We can read in 
them only minute by minute, page by page, just as 
on the more broken days. Why not get this clearly 
into our minds and act on it? Resolve to use what- 
ever time we have, whether it is available in consecu- 
tive blocks or not, for solid reading. Thatis the only 
way nine-tenths of us will get good reading done. 

To do this we must resist all temptation to fritter 
away these precious, fleeting moments in waste read- 
ing. Most newspaper reading is waste reading. We 
do it because the newspaper is cheap, always at hand, 
can be thrown away when finished, requires no sus- 
tained thought, changes the subject with every para- 
graph, is full of personalities, and is being read by 
everybody else also. A hasty glance through the 
paper, and a selection for reading of what is reaily of 
significance alone will save for solid books most of the 
time lavished in this waste. 

And what is true of newspaper reading is true also 
of much reading of magazines. Some of them are 
candidly intended only to amuse, They make their 
pages attractive with pictures of stage beauties and 
public celebrities, who are written up in terms which 
have lost all sense of proportion, as when a writer in 
a recent magazine describes a popular British novel- 
ist as the greatest worker of his generation, probably 
of all generations. These elements are neither the 
best nor the worst feature of our magazines. The 
best make their just claim upon our time, but men 
and women who want to read well will censor rigidly 
all their reading both of newspapers and maga- 
zines, 

If available fragments of time are to be used for 
good reading, it is necessary that good books should 
be at once available with the fragments of time. If 
we are at home at the time, the books will not need 
to be of transportable size, It will be necessary only 
that we know at once what we want to read and do 
not waste time in deciding what it shall be. This 
can easily be accomplished by always having several 
books under way, some one of which we can pick up 
at once and read if only for a few pages. If we have 
to travel or move about, we shall be dependent upon 
books which we can carry with us. The British pub- 
lishers have set the example in recent years of print- 
ing books on light but expensive paper, and spread- 


ing them out with large type and broad margins, until 
a small amount of reading matter is given a bulk 
which reminds one of the mother’s warning of the 


‘susceptible daughter against the allurements of a 


military uniform : ‘* My daughter, don’t be deceived 
by the trappings.”’ 

These big, light books are comfortable for home 
use, but impossible for the .commuter and the trav- 
eler. Fortunately there are many and increasing 
editions of great books for pocket transportation. No 
better service has been rendered to readers than E. P. 
Dutton & Co. (31 West 23d Street, New York) have 
rendered in the publication of the Everyman's 
Library. This library now numbers hundreds of vol- 
umes, and more are added every year. It is well 
printed on paper which is a little too thin or trans- 
parent in some of the many-paged volumes, but it is 
only on such paper that big books can be packed into 
such small compass. In cloth the single volumes of 
the Everyman's Library cost only thirty-five cents, 
and they include many of the best books in the Eng- 
lish language, with translations of many of the best 
books from other literatures. With such_a library 
brought within the reach of every one in a form which 
makes it possible for a reader to have with him almost 
anywhere a great book, there is no excuse for the 
waste of time in profitless reading. 

It is a help, also, at the beginning of each year or 
month to determine roughly what books we desire es- 
pecially to read during the period before us, and at 
the end of the time to note how far we have succeeded 
in carrying out our plan, 

There are different reading courses available which 
give the reader the benefit of the wisdom and experi- 
ence of others in the selection of books which provide 
a continuity in the reading, and which also supply the 
books suggested in convenient form and at a reason- 
able price. The Chautauqua Reading Courses (Chau- 
tauqua, N, Y.) are perhaps the best known. 

Those readers who do not need or desire such help 
from others, but whose experience has dissatisfied 
them, and who wish in this new year to do better than 
they have done, would perhaps be able-at the end of 
the year to look back with contentment if they would 
now select six truly worth while books to be read dur- 
ing 1913, and would see to it that whatever other 
reading is done or omitted, these six books: at least 
are read, and the mind and life given the solid en- 
richment of their influence. 


New York City. 


Si 
A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


ELL, Christmas week came, or rather, the week 
before, for it was on Sunday that year. David 
was excited as the time drew near, but quiet 

too, never once showing any fear or doubting as to 
what he looked for and felt was going to happen. I 
was with him nigh all the time those days, —I couldn't 
stay away. Somehow I had a strange, expecting feel- 
ing too,—I'’d caught it from him, I suppose,—and 
though my reason told me there was nothing in it, I 
couldn’ t throw it off, and—I didn’t want to. I never 
shall forget those talks that last week; I live over 
them every single year at this Christmas time, and 
find myself looking ahead, with my heart beating fast 
and my eyes wet, to that coming of the baby, the 
little Prince of Peace. 

*¢ They—shall—call—his—name—Emanuel,’’ he 
spelled out of his Bible. ‘* That's such a long name 
for a small, little baby, Aunt Viny ; I like best where it 
says thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save 
his people from their sins. I shall call him Jesus,”’ 
he says in that solemn sort of tender way of his ; ‘*I 
always do now."’ 

Every single thing spoke to that boy of the One 
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that was coming. The world was white with snow 
for that, the purple light on the mountains was for 
him, the sky was blue and the clouds all woolly 
white, and the sun itself was shining just to welcome 
him again, to set that first coming with its terrible 
ending all right for always. And over'n over, so 
many, many times, the little fellow would whisper; 
lookin’ ’round at things he’d grown up with in this 
mountain country of ours we set so much by, ‘I 
bet he'll love the world, Aunt Viny, don’t you ?"’ 

Saturday came, and it was bitter cold. I'd set my 
heart on going over to David's. But Andrew Wells, 
who was choring for me then, told me the sleigh was 
out of kilter, something or other was broke, and it 
couldn't be fixed to use that day. 1 was terrible dis- 
appointed, and I suppose that made me look at things 
in a blue kind of way. I got to thinking of the boy, 
and of the next morning, and—'most for the first 
time for weeks—I began to realize what a disappoint- 
ment was coming to him next day. How was he 
going to stand it? All his making ready gone for 
nothing, his expecting, hoping, no good at all. Poor, 
dear little fellow, seemed as if I couldn't stand it to 
stay there thinking of it. My heart just ached and 
ached. I didn’t sleep much that night, and, come 
day, I had Andrew harness up—the sleigh being 
mended—and started for David's. As we drove up 
to the house little Matty Priest came running out. 
She said David had gone off; arid they couldn't find 
him anywheres. She'd got up early to look at 
her presents and take some to him, but his room 
was empty, his bed hadn’t been slept in, and when 
they went to the cow-house the two sheep. wasn't 
there. 

I seemed to see it all right off, and I just wrung my 
hands and cried. He'd been out watching his flock 
by night, that cold, bitter freezing night, and I had 
let him do it! I knew where he'd be now—if‘he 
was alive—and I told Andrew to drive as quick as he 
ever could to Enoch Staples’s barn on the Bethlehem. 
We were there in ten minutes, and I jumped out and 
ran in. The big barn door was on the jar, and, 
scared and shaking, 1 peeped in. 

Mebbe ‘twas partly because my eyes was so wet I 
saw things through a kind of foggy veil, but seemed 
*s if I was looking at a picture, not a real thing, a 
picture of another manger at another Bethlehem, 
hundreds and hundreds of years ago. There was the 
hay and straw, and on them some soft, warm wrap- 
pings ; his mother’s old blue shawl was there, and 
there, by the side of the manger, knelt a little shep- 
herd boy in his rough shaggy coat. Mebbe, as I 
said before, it was the looking through so many tears 
that made me see other things, something like the 
faces and figures of angels in the dusky air of the 
barn. For a minute I just couldn’t look at the boy's 
face. I knew he was alive, and I was glad, but I 
didn’t dare see what I knew must be there, the look 
of dreadful disappointment. 

But when I did look—well, I'd seen happy, joyful 
faces before in my long life, but I never saw, never 
expect to see, till I go where everybody's happy and 
for always, such a look as was on that little shep- 
herd’s featur’s. It wasn’t any longer a hoping, ex- 
pecting look, but just satisfied, more than satisfied, 
glad of something he'd been most afraid to hope 
for. : 

I went in quick but softly, as if it was a church, 
and put my arms’round the boy. He turned and 
looked at me. I think he knew who ’twas, but I'm 
not sure. There was a bright red spot on each cheek, 
his eyes were bright with a kind of fever, and his 
little hands hot and shaking. But his voice was 
clear, and, oh, so glad as he began to talk, quick 
and excited. 

‘*He come,”’ he says, ‘‘come right here to.the 
manger I'd fixed up for him. I was all ready, out on 
the hill pastur’ lot with my flock, waitin’. And whén 
the angels sung about it, I took my presents, the gold 
and the frankincense and the myrrh, and I ‘came 
with haste,’ as the Bible says. He was here,'’ and 
his voice took that solemn, tender kind of tone he 
kept only for that Baby; ‘‘he/ was right here, 
wrapped up in the things I’d got ready, mother’s 
pretty shawl and all, So dreadful soft and small and 
white, like a speck of a lamb without spot he was, 
And there was a sort of ring, all bright and light 
*round his head like that in the pictur’s. . And when 
I see him layin’ there so pretty, so—so dear, a dread- 
ful, dreadful feelin’ come over me, and I says, ‘ No, 
no, I jest can't have it! O God,’ I says, ‘won't one 
time do for always? He went through it once; oh, 
won't it last furever’n ever?’ And all of a sudden I 
felt twas all right, I didn’t worry no mere, and I 
guess I cozed off, leanin’ up again’ the manger right 

(Continued on page 790) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler 
Getting Started in Class 
N SOME railroads you will notice on the sleeve 

of the conductor as he comes after r ticket 

little gilt bars. Sometimes there is only one 
or two and sometimes there are three or four. They 
are to indicate the number of years that the man has 
worked for that road, and constitute a mark of honor 
and something to be proud of, A great many house- 
holds have on some kcase a two-volume book, on 
the back of which in gilt letters you read, ‘* Personal 
Memoirs of U. S. Grant,” and underneath is a little 
band enclosed in gold lines, down the center of which 
is four gold stars. The four-starred band is the in- 
signia that is worn on the sleeve of the general of the 
United States ep Very few men have ever at- 
tained that rank. In 1866 Grant was elevated from 
the rank of lieutenant-general to that of full general. 
This-office was subsequently conferred on Sherman 
and tater on Sheridan, apd they also were privileged 
to wear the four stars. They have a right to be 
proud of it, and Grant had a commendable pride in 
putting it on the back of his book. It stands for 
ability, bravery, faithfulness, victory, and much more. 
There are some titles that are worth having and work- 
ing for, but no one has ever laid claim to those that 
Isaiah mentions in this lesson save one, whom all 
menaldve to hail as the ** Prince of Peace,” and over 
whose cradle in the manger the single star of Bethle- 
hem shone in prophetic grandeur. 


id - 





The ‘Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 


First of all you will turn to your map of Canaan as 
divided among the twelve tribes and locate Zebulon 
and Naphtali, and you will notice that it was Christ’s 
own country of Galilee. Then you will turn to one 
of the other maps in the back of your Bible and no- 
tice where Syria is and then where Assyria is. The 
lesson can only be understood properly when it is 
taken. historically. Professor Clow (paragraph 1) 
sketches the dark background. Dr. Thomas de- 
votes his opening paragraph tothat. Dr. Thomas 
then‘ gives a paragraph es second) showing Isaiah’s 
relation to the times and the situation, and his note 
on verse 1 explains the various phrases in the opening 
verse. Now turn to Matthew 4 and read verses 12- 
17. ‘Read now Professor Clow’s second and third 
paragraphs, The figures of verses 3-5 are somewhat 
obscure, but Dr. Thomas’ notes on those verses are 
ample. Professor Clow (paragraph 4) speaks of their 
fulfilment. But the most profitable part of the lesson 
is probably verses 6 and 7, which are the prophet’s 
vision (read again Professor Clow’s second paragraph 


and a description of the character of this coming: de- _ 


liverer), Mr. Ridgway calls these titles the five- 
pointed Christmas star. His paragraphs take up 
those titles one after another. Professor Clow dis- 
cusses them in his fifth paragraph. Mrs. Bryne?’s 


explanations for the little folks are good enough :for - 


grown-ups too. For the explanation of the last.verse 
see Dr. 
last paragraph. ’ 
The Class in Session 

Thére are some things that seem more wonderful 
whencone is far away from them. Away out at sea 
you watch with fascination the changing lights of a 
revolving lighthouse lantern, but standing on the 

ourld right: beneath it, it does not seem so great. 

So the grandeur of God's gift of Christ is not so easily 
seen in Bethlehem as it was seven hundred years 
before when Isaiah saw the flashing of the light. The 
chaifi: of troubled and confused circumstances that 
Professor Thomas sketches that are recorded in chap- 
ter 8 form the dark background for this exceeding 
bright ray of hope. Zebulon and Naphtali were the 
tribes that lived up at the north end of Palestine. 
They were, of course, nearer to the border, and suf- 
fered more from the pressure of the heathen tribes. 
Do you ever get the Syrians and the Assyrians con- 
fused? A good many do, for the names sound simi- 
lar. Take a good look at the map and see how dis- 
tinctly they were separated. 

The darkness that enveloped Zebulon and Naphtali 
was the gloom of impending disaster. ‘They were in 
danger of invasion and death at the hands of both 
Syria and Assyria. Yet those same hills and shores 
of Galilee were the very hills and shores that were to 
feel the tread of Jesus’ feet, for Capernaum on tke 
Sea of Galilee was his home, and much of his life- 
work was done right there, and in Nazareth he grew 
to manhood. Verses 3 to 5 give in bright, picturesque 


homas’ concluding note and Professor Clow’s | come I 
metit'of time taken out. They see just the 


, knows the wisest courses for me to pursue. 


Isaiah 9: 1-7.. Commit verses 6,7 


Read Luke’2 : 1-20 


t ' But there shall be no gloom to her that was in anguish. 
In the former time he brought into egny the land of Zeb’- 
u-lun and the land of Naph’ta-li ;--but in the latter time hath 
Ke made it glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, 
? Galilee of the nations.. .2 The pe that walked in dark- 
ness have seen.a great light : they that dwelt in the land of the 
§ shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 3 ‘thou 
hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased their joy : 
they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, as men 
rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his bur- 
den, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 
thou hast broken as in the day of Mid‘i-an. 5 For ‘all the 
armor of the armed man in the tumult, and the garments rolled 
in blood, shall be for burning, for fuel of fire. 6 For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
6 Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, ™ Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there shall be no end; upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice 
and-with righteousness from henceforth even for ever. ‘lhe 
zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this. 

1Or, For 2% Or, the district * Or, darkness 4 Another read- 
ing is, thou didst not increase the j Or, every boot of the booted 
warrior © Or, Wonderful role. 1 Heb. Father of Eternity. 


» The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


. % 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs b 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the 
Verse 1.—Of whom was the author writing? What ‘‘ an- 
guish ’’ is referredto? Where were Zebulun and Naphtali? 
What periods of time are meant by ‘‘ the former time ’”’ 
and ‘‘the latter time ’’? What is the significance of the 
phrase ‘Galilee of the nations’’? (Thomas; Clow, 1; 
Class in Session, 1, 2.) 

Verse 2.—What is the meaning of ‘*‘ the darkness ’’ and 
**the light’’ here referred to ? (‘Thomas ; Clow, 2; Mackie, 
1; Sanders, 2; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 3.—Was the joy referred to occasioned by some- 
thing that had already taken place in Israel? What is the 
joy in harvest? (Thomas; Mackie, 2; Sanders, 4.) 

Verse 4.—Explain this reference to Midian (Thomas; 
Clow, 2). 

Verse 5.—What does this verse mean? (Thomas; Clow, 
2; Sanders, 4; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 6.—What ‘‘child’’ is here referred to? Were 
the names mentioned here intended to apply to Jesus? 
(Thomas ; Clow, §; Mackie, 5; Sanders, 6; Class in Ses- 
sion, 3.) 

Verse. 7.—What was meant by ‘‘ the throne of David’’? 
(Thomas. ) . 


Verses 6, 7.—Did Isaiah have a definite vision of Jesus, 
or was he describing some event that had already taken 
place? (Thomas, Clow, 3; Class in Session, 3.) 


num- 
‘imes_) 








figure:what the prophet sees as taking place after 

the night of darkness. ‘There is implied the captivity 

with its yoke, its staff, and the rod of its oppressor, 

but it is at last over and ended, The armor, the 

ag en a garments, are burned up in the purging 
fe. : 

‘Not all that Isaiah saw in his vision has yet fully 
come to pass, for prophets see things with the ele- 
eat up- 
standing facts. And what Isaiah saw in that time- 
less vision was a child, a son, given as a heavenly 

ift. This gift from heaven to earth of a personality 
ooms bigger to Isaiah than anything that happens 
for the next seven hundred years. It is the great 
single central event in the story of the human race. 
You and I cannot yet realize the effect of Christ on 
the history of the world. But we cannot imagine 
what European history would have been apart from 
Christ, who made possible Constantine, Charle- 
magne, Luther, Cromwell, and the Puritans. The 
living Christ and the word of his gospel brought 
about the settlement of New England. We only 
know a little of what the result of our one great cen- 
tury of foreign missions shall be. Isaiah was looking 
clear past us in 1912 to a time when the government 
of the human race shall be seen to be on Christ's 
shoulders, He is directing it all to-day. Look at 
those glorious titles,—Wonderful-Counsellor, Hero- 
God, Father-everlasting, Prince of Peace. The 
Counsellor Christ is the one who thinks, devises, and 
His is 
the delicate hand that touches the machinery of 
courts, legislatures, and elections, and brings to pass 
the very best and wisest things to be done at that 
time. And the Hero-God is he whose bravery of 
soul led him to the cross for me. And the Father- 
everlasting hints of that forgiving love that stands 
ever ready to take back the prodigal and make him 
once more a son of the household. The Prince of 
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Golden Text: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.—Isaiah 9 : 6 





Peace is a picture, a glorious hope of a something 
that history has not yet seen, but that every true 
heart already knows. His reign is coming as the 
dawn comes, It is one great *‘ increase” of justice 
and righteousness, Is it not so? Yea, and the 

— hind it all is the jealous, loving energy of 
ehovah. 


The Lesson Summary 


We never really grasp the true vision of Christ 
until we see him in his world-wide t. So rich 
and sweet and full is the personal friendship of Christ 
that we scarce can feel the tremendous extent of it. 
To be the personal friend of millions upon millions of 
souls, this is beyond us, but this he is, and thus he is 
the friend of nations of men. Christmas Day has its 
beautiful, simple, and tic side, but beneath those 
commonplace events the betrothal, the journey to 
Bethlehem, and the birth of the child, there is hidden 
a plan, a purpose too at for any but an inspired 
rip ee or apostle wholly to see. It is worth while 
o stand on your tiptoes and try to see it if you can. 
Try to look over Isaiah's shoulder and see down ‘so 
many thousands of years that a century looks like a 
minute, and you will see that the Bethlehem babe 
tuok the race of men by the hand and began to lead 
them all up to a new heavenandanewearth. Christ- 
mas can easily be made too smallathing. Isaiah 
teaches us that our Jesus is the Prince of Peace who 
handles empires and democracies as the clay is han- 
dled by the potter. ~ 


Questions for Class Use 


1. What can you tell about Isaiah the man ? 

2. What was the darkness of Zebulon and Naphtali ? 

3- Where were these first two verses quoted in the New 
Testament ? 

4 What great light did Isaiah mean? 

5. What did he mean by the government being on “his 
shoulder ’’? 

6. Can you name a few things that indicate that his 
government is increasing ? 

7. How much of a part does foreign missions play in this 
increase ? 

8. Give in your own words what those four titles mean 
to you? 


Other Teaching Points 

A man’s body may be limited to threescore years and 
ten, but his life is not thus limited, and it is a tonic to 
tired souls to look down the stream of time and to think, 
**I shall be somewhere all this time, and shall be there 
when the Prince of Peace comes into his own.’’ 

Mingled with the long periods of time that the prophet 
saw is a singular literalness. It was precisely in the re- 
gion of Zebulon and Naphtali that Jesus spent most of his 
earthly life. 

The missionary enterprise is nothing less than Christian 
extension, and it is a part of the very process that Isaiah 
saw, the ‘‘increase’’ that knows no-end. 

An election is a holy thing. It is an expressiou of the 
desire of the people. Out of the heart are the issues of 
life, and elections is an issue that traced back springs like 
all else from the hearts of men. 

If you can have a great big glimpse of life now and then, 
it helps one endure the often disagreeable details of it. 

If you find discouragement gripping you sometimes, 
and things seem ‘‘ going to the dogs,’’ comfort and estab- 
lish yourself with a reflection that the zeal of God’s love is 
behind it all. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Review.) 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home ration, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.| 
William James says: ‘‘ Of two men with the same 
outward experiences, the one who thirks over his - 
experiences most and weaves them into the most sys- 
tematic relations with each other will be the une with 
the best memory.” Just apply that to the quar- 
ter’s lessons, and make up your mind that for actual 
permanent results the persistent review pays big 
dividends. 


1. How did Jesus show his ability as a leader ? 
2, Why were the events of Lesson 7 so very important ? 
{ 3. What is the great lesson of the transfiguration ? 
4. Give Jesus’ ideas of greatness. 
5. Find in the lessons of the quarter : 

When Jesus found a new place to walk on. 

How a man can play tricks with his conscience. 

What makes bad bread and bad company. 

Why some men are not so big as they look. 

Why most fights are a draw. 

When a man took a long look, 
Evanston, ILL. 
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His Unspeakable Gift 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


HE significance of this amen can be clearly 
seen only against the dark background of the 
state of the kingdom of Judah. Ahaz, coming 

to the throne in his twentieth year, gave loose rei 
to his folly, and to the special folly of idolatry. e 
built altars in Jerusalem to Baal, Rimmon, and Mo- 
loch, in what he doubtless called *‘ breadth of view.” 
In sixteen years he brought the kingdom to the verge 
of ruin. He so weakened the moral fiber of the peo- 
ple, and so quenched the ardor of their faith, that 
they became an easy prey to the hungry and warlike 
surrounding nations. ogy Damascus, and Phil- 
istia pressed hard upon the enfeebled kingdom. As 
a counterstroke Ahaz called in the powerful help of 
the king of Assyria. That was to call in the wolf to 
scare away the dogs. But there stood up Isaiah, 
atriot, statesman, and ety eye with his profound 
faith in God, his reverence for the high ideal of life 
to which Israel was called, and his dauntless cour- 
age. The king would not listen to him, so he turned 
to the people. His tone changes from pity of their 
state to a through God, and at last to a note of 
' triumph. is source of hope is a little child who is 
yet to be born. This child shall be born in evil 
times, but his name, Immanuel,—that is, God with 
us,—is both the warrant and the prophecy of blessing 


yet tocome. It is in the assurance of the child yet - 


unborn that he sings this song of hope and of victory 
for the years to follow. 

In this light we can read this ninth chapter of 
Isaiah. The child is to be born in atime of gloom, 
but at his coming the dimness and gloom shall pass 
away. The old evil experiences of Zebulon and the 
land of Naphtali shall not be repeated. A great 
light shall shine on those who walk under the shadow 
of death. The nation shall be multiplied and its joy 
increased, for the yoke of the oppressor shall be 
broken as Gideon broke the oppressive rod of the 
Midianites, and their armor and bloodstained gar- 
ments shall be burned up with fire. Then follows 
the picture of the child in his government and in his 
character, closing with the great fact that lies behind 
it all, ‘‘ The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.” 

Now, this splendid prophecy was not fulfilled in 
the fashion of Isaiah's glowing vision. The Old 
Testament prophecies were conditional. If men re- 

nted, if > soe amended their lives, God delivered 
uis people from their terrors, and did not deal with 
them after their sins. But there is a higher reason 
why these gleaming words of the Old Testament 
prophet did not receive the fulfilment he expected. 
Isaiah spoke more gloriously than he knew. Asa star 
in the heavens which seems single is discovered by 
the telescope to be a double star, or as a hill seen 
through clear mountain air appears to be only a few 
hours’ journey away, and yet lies many. leagues dis- 
tant, so this prophecy which Isaiah expected to see 
fulfilled in some babe he could hold in his arms, had 
its double realization and its far-off and grander ful- 
filment. As the author of the Epistle to the He- 
brews says, ‘‘ The Holy Ghost thus teachtth us.” 
As that writer discerned that the ordinances of the 
sanctuary were only an imperfect prophecy of a bet- 
ter and nobler worship, so this message of Isaiah to 
his own troubled time is merely the forecast of a 
nobler message with a fulfilment far beyond the 
most rapturous dream of any Hebrew prophet. Per- 
haps the finest interpretation of this prophecy is to 
be found in the conception of that great master of 
music, Handel, when he took up its words and set 
them in his swelling chorus as the anticipatory song 
for the coming of the Messiah. 

To mark the fulfilment of these words, then, let us 
go even unto Bethlehem. There we have the dim- 
ness of the people, the anguish of the virgin, the 
birth of the child. the Son who is given. There we 
have also the beginning of that victory which multi- 
pine the people, increases the joy of human hearts, 

reaks the yoke of the oppressors, and slowly, yet 
surely, banishes the blood-stained garments of war. 
Year by year we gather round that cradle, and, lift- 
ing our eyes from Bethlehem and its memories, look 
out on the wide world and see Isaiah's prophecy ful- 
filled with a splendor that makes his daring words 
too mean a description of it. ‘* Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given,” is the song which is 
being taken up year after year in far-off lands and 
by distant nations upon whom His light has shined. 
The day is coming when it will be the universal an- 
them of humanity. 

We cannot do more than refer to this Old Testa- 
ment portrait of the Messiah. It is set down in six 
lines, each of which we can fill in with the proof of 
history. ‘‘ The government shall be upon his shoul- 
der." To-day Christ is King. His laws no man 
questions. His life governs all human lives who 
know it. His personality is adored by increasing 
millions. To serve him is the joy of multitudes in 
all lands. ‘‘His name shall be called Wonderful 
Counsellor’ To-day a word of Christ is omnipotent. 
A few years ago some sentences reported to be his 
were discovered in Egypt. The whole civilized 
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world was thrilled, and scholarship set to work to see 
if they might not glean from them some new word 
of this Wonderful Counsellor. ‘* The Mighty God.” 
Here the it rises into a zone of knowledge 
which must have awed Isaiah himself to his depths. 
The virgin’s child is not oaly the carpenter of Naza- 
reth, the sublime mystic of Galilee, the prophet of 
Jerusalem. - Deity was enshrined within him, and 
when he spoke the winds and the waves and the 
hearts of men rendered their mighty Creator obedi- 
ence. ‘‘ The Everlasting Father.”’ Isaiah is looking 
on the far-off king in his uty with a more piercin 
vision, and forecasting that day when Jesus woul 
say to men, ‘‘ Having seen Me ye have seen the 
Father also.”” ‘‘’The Prince of Peace.” The prophet 
is lifting his eyes to the throne and seeing the hu- 
peur’! he has redeemed at peace with God and with 
each fellow-man. That is a far-off prospect, so he 
adds the sixth line to complete the picture. ‘* Of the 
increase of his government there shall be no end.” 

** The zeal of the Lord of Hosts,” adds Isaiah, real- 
izing how impossible this daring picture must seem, 
‘+ will perform this.” The Lord's ‘‘zeal” is that love 
whose gee for his people shall not allow sin to 
be final, but will redeem men from it by ‘* His Un- 
speakable Gift.” 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D. D. 


IME.—734 B. C. The great crisis of the Syro- 
Ephraimitic war. Pekah of Israel and Rezin of 
Damascus desired Judah as an ally against 

Assyria, but Ahaz refused, and Pekah and Rezin 
combined to dethrone Ahaz in favor of their own ally 
(Isa. 7 : 6). Ahaz was terrified, and applied to Assyria 
for help (2 Kings 16 : 7, 8). 

The Prophet.—Then Isaiah was ordered to meet 
Ahaz and point out the fatal step of calling Assyria 
to help, assuring him that Israel and Syria were really 
powerless (8:3, 4, 8,9). Isaiah emphasized faith 
and loyalty, but as Ahaz could not attain to this, 
God offered him a sign to confirm his faith (7 : 11). 
The offer was refused because Ahaz was at heart 
disloyal, whereupon God unasked gore him the sign 
of a child, ** Immanuel” (7 : 14). ssyria’s power is 
Soe (7 : 18-25), and Judah will scarcely get free, 

ecause she has despised Goda’s quiet power (8 : 5-8). 
But the prophet’s message is not welcomed, and it is 
therefore to remain sealed up for future use and kept 
meanwhile by his disciples (8 : 16-18). 

The Chapter.—In contrast with the terrible trou- 
bles the days of glory will be seen. David's empire 
will be established ; the mystery shall be cleared ; 
light shall return ; Messiah shall appear ; and ene- 
mies shall be destroyed, 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 1.—7o her: The reference is to the land of 

udah.—Auguish: Troubles which had fallen upon 
Judah. Tae Jormer time: The sad and miserable 
past, alluding chiefly to the ravages of Assyria.—He 
brought: That is, the Lord, who was the ultimate 
agent.—Zebulun ... Naphtali: These two tribes 
occupied districts in the north, and were exposed to 
the Canaanites in the time of the Judges, and to 
heathen foes in the Syrian wars.—TZke /atter time: 
That is, in the glorious future of the Messianic days. 
—Glorious: These regions which had suffered most 
shall be the first to obtain relief (comp. Matt. 4 : 13). 
The tense of the verb must be what is called * pro- 
phetic perfect,” contemplating future restoration and 
reunion of Israel and Judah in the Messianic age,— 
Galilee: Literally, ‘‘the circle.” The district of the 
outside nations; the frontiers nearest Phoenicia. 
There was constant danger from the inroads of the 
heathen. 

Verse 2.—Darkness... light: Metaphors for ad- 
versity and prosperity, Tense of verbs still pro- 
phetic, as in verse 1.—Shadow of death: See margin, 
‘*deep darkness” (Psa. 23 : 4). 

Verse 3.—TZheir joy: Again the ‘ prophetic. per- 
fect,” referring to the Messianic days, and describin 
the blessings. Their joy would be in God himself 
and is illustrated by the two proverbial joys of har- 
vest and of victory. 

Verse 4.—Midian; That is, in Gideon's days 
(Judg. 7). A further prophecy of the future. 

Verse 5.—Zhe armor: The idea is that the re- 
demption of Israel is permanent. War is destroyed 
and military accoutrements are burned in the fire. 
After God’s victory every trace of war(soldiers’ heavy 
boots and cloaks stained with blood) shall be de- 
stroyed in view of the kingdom of universal peace. 

Verse 6.—A child: Another ‘“ prophetic perfect” 
tense; the birth being still in.the future. No allusion 
to a child already born. Perhaps the primary refer- 
ence is to Hezekiah, but the full interpretation is 
assuredly Messianic.—Hzs shoudder ;: On the shoul- 
der the outward and visible signs of authority were 
carrried (22 : 22).—Ais name: These expressions 
are titles descriptive of Messiah’s rule. Many 
modern writers follow margin in arranging them as 
four, not five, each consisting of two words. Thus 
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**Wonderful Counsellor,” ‘‘ Hero-God,” “ Father of 
Eternity,” ‘‘ Prince of Peace.” Note in these titles (a) 
wisdom, (+) power, (c) paternity, (¢) peacefulness. 
Verse 7.—Zhe throne of David: The Child is 
regarded as coming through the family of David 
(11 : 1).—TZ7he zeal: God's divine ** jealousy” (in its 
good sense) expressing the action of holiness when 
ae to injury (37: 32; Zech. 1:14; 8:2). The 

essianic character of the passage is undoubted. 
While Isaiah probably did not have a definite vision 
of Jesus Christ, he was evidently speaking greater 
truths than he knew. We must never limit prophetic 
words by the prophet’s own understanding, or by the 
meaning attached to them by the first hearers. ‘The 
prophets often failed to understand the full meaning 
of their own predictions (1 Pet. 1 ;: 11). 


Wvcuirre CoL_ecz, Toronto, 
% 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


** God Bless Us Every One ” (Tiny Tim).— His name 
shall becalled Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (v. 6). 
The Christmas star is a five-pointed one, and you 
make it without taking pencil from paper. Our les- 
son to-day is this star of the East. 


Wonderful. — Yes, folks, how wonderful it all is! 
Everybody in Coatesville, even the Jews and the 
‘* heathen,” are all getting ready for next Wednes- 
day. Say or think what you please, something 
happened away back there that has wonderfully 
impressed the world. December 25 is wonderfully 
different from other dates. Folks suddenly become 
thoughtful and kind. You think of folks you had 
forgotten for a year. ‘Wonder how Aunt Becky 
and her ‘rheumatiz’ is coming on down there in 
the ‘Neck.’" ‘* Wonder if poor old Tommy Moore 
doesn't need another overcoat.” When this Christ 
gets into men and nations so that every day shall be 
Christmas it will be still more wonderful. And all 
this warming up of hearts’on account of a baby! 
Wonderful! Well, I should say! (Psa. 72: 18, 19.) 


Counsellor.—A good lawyer gets you out of trouble. 
The best lawyer keeps you out of trouble—if you are 
not a fool. he wise client will ask his lawyer be- 
fore he writes the letter or does the thing. Jesus is 
history’s greatest Advocate. Never lost a case. 
Never gave the wrong advice. Keeps all his clients 
out of jail! Manages estates to perfection. Talk 
about corporation lawyers! He ‘was counsel for 
Samuel Sloan, president of the Delaware, Lacka- 
wanna and Western Railroad. Wouldn't even let 
him run Sunday trains orrun a grog-shop. Get your 
paper and note the price of that stock. Five to six 
hundred dollars a share. Few other roads reach two 
hundred. None of the big lawyers would let plain 
fellows like us stick our noses into their Turkish-rug- 
mahogany offices, not to speak of serving us, yet the 
humblest can seeure this Wonderful Counsellor with 
no other retainer than just the word, ‘‘ Lord, help me” 
(Matt. 15 : 25). 


Mighty God.—Did you ever come into personal con- 
tact with a real great man? How did you feel? 
Longfellow, Lowell, Gladstone, Blaine, McKinley, 
Justice Brewer. But wehave nothing even to com- 
pare to the overwhelmingness of Mighty God. To 
see him is to die. Jerry Fraser liked to have lost his 
breath that time the ‘‘old man” sent for him tocome 
to his private office. ‘* Nearly had a fit,” explained 
Jerry. ‘ Didn’t know which end was up.” This 
world.is a big shop, and wey God is the proprie- 
ter. Christmas is his birthday. Good men love to 
honor the good boss. Our Caner cannot be im- 
proved upon, Good wages, good shop, steady work, 
sure pay, old age pensions. What else can you ask? 
‘* Poverty; want, suffering.” Yes, George, I know, 
but these’ are the fellows who are ‘‘ agin the shop.” 
Loafers, drunks, and dead-beats. If every one-of 
them had obeyed the good boss there would not be a 
single case of ‘* poverty, want, and suffering” tocon- 
trast this Christmas plenty, joy, and happiness 
(Exod. 19: 5; Prov. 29: 18). 


Everlasting Father.—-We have just seen him as hea 
ofthe firm. Here he is .ight next to us as head of 
the home. Father. All you can think or read into 
that name. la arg The everlasting love of 
mother we know. The father sometimes gets angry 
and drives the child away. The Everlasting Father 
never does that under any provocation. One of the 
best of New York’s noted millionaires disinherited 
the only good son he had because he refused to marry 
the girl his father had chosen for him. Our Father 
doesn’t cut us off when we disobey. Prodigal son. 
Neither do I condemn thee (John 8 : 11). Our Father 
has a Christmas present for everyone. In the under- 
world at this Christmas time are outcast men and. 
women. But there stands the Everlasting Father 
with outstretched arms and loving heart, saying, 
‘*Come.” In Newark, New Jersey, is a splendid 
bank. The president of that bank, only five years 
age, stumbled, drunk and half-starved, an outcast, 
into the Jerry McAuley Mission. This Christmas he 
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sits in his home, loved, honored, yg and 
respected, one of the happiest men in New- 
ark, © And all because of his and your Ever- 
lasting Father (2 Cor. 5: 17). 


Prince of Peace.—This is the title of a 
splendid address by Mr. Bryan. When Mr. 
mc was running for president, one of my 
‘acquaintances, a tavern-keeper, was busy 
distributing copies of this sermon as a cam- 
-paign document for the church folks. I was 
much amused at this tract distributing. 
‘* Jake,” said I, ‘‘who is this Prince of 
‘Peace Bryan is talking about?’’ ‘* Well, 
the man who can make a speech like that is 
the man all good men should vote for.” 
And that was all the tavern-keeper knew 
about the Prince of Peace. And this Christ- 
mas festival is about all that thousands know 
about the Prince of Peace. The world to- 
day is singing, ‘‘ Peace on earth,’’ but it has 
not yet learned Peace on earth. The forges 
work over-time, and the navy yards rattle 
and bang to build Dreadnaughts. Men fight 
because they disobey God. An old pagan 
wrote, ‘‘ Five great enemies of peace inhabit 
with us,—avarice, ambition, anger, envy, 
pride.’? The workers, the artisans, do the 
fighting for the rich, The Prince of Wales 
‘has no Welsh kingdom, and the Prince of 
Peace no Peace kingdom, Some folks think 
the best word for trades unionism is the prom- 
ise of a kingdom for the Prince of Peace 
(Psa, 29: 11). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


Why Gloomy ?—7%e people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light (v. 2). 
One bright summer’s morning Mr. Spurgeon 
went early into the garden to find a guest 
walking about disconsolate, ‘* How now?’’ 
“he cried, ‘‘ why are you so gloomy?’”’ ‘TI 
have been looking into my heart,’’ was the 
answer. ‘*And I’ll warrant you found 
nothing there but blackness,’’ said Mr. 
Spurgeon. ‘* Look up, man! Look at the 
sun!’ William J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
N.Y. From The British Weekly. 


A Change in New Hebrides.— 7%e peo- 
ple that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light (v.2), A tablet on the wall of a Presby- 
terian church in Aneityum contains the fol- 
lowing inscription: When the Rey. John 
Geddie, D.D., came here in 1846 there were 
no Christians, and when he left in 1872 there 
were no heathen,—/ames D, Lawson, Char- 
lottetown, P. E. I. 


Receiving Her Inheritance.— Ujon them 
hath the light shined (v. 2). A missionary in 
Brazil was making her usual visits when she 
came upon a poor, ignorant, ragged woman 
whose face was radiant, sitting in her little 
thatched hut, with a copy of the Gospels on 
her lap and an ‘*A. B. C.’’ book by her 
side. When she saw the missionary, she 
said, ‘*Oh, Senora, I’m an heiress. Just 
think of all these riches for me,’’? The mis- 
sionary saw her labor hard toread the words, 

-and asked, ‘‘ Why do you take so much 
trouble to read?’’ The reply came, ‘‘It is 
His will. Just think how ashamed I would 
be to meet my Lord and have him ask, ‘ Did 
you receive the inheritance? Did. you read 
my will?’ And I should have to answer, 
‘No.’ Oh, Senora, I want to learn it by 
heart, for he left it alk for me.””"—Sadie M. 
Harley, Rome, Ga; From ‘*The Children’s 
friend.” 


When Christmas Joy Broke Through.— 
Thou hast increased their joy (v. 3. <A 
man had a crusty and unsympathetic friend 
whom he was anxious to win. to better feel- 
ing. To this man, whose inner nature had 
never yet been warmed by the glow and 
presence of Christ, the world seemed cold 
and matter-of-fact, with little room for the 
play of sympathy, and scant reason for sacri- 
fice. When Christmas came, his friend, a 
man of larger vision, persuaded him to join 
with him in trying to make others’ happy 
with Christmas cheer, When the day was 
over, the crusty man was like another being. 
His heart was melted to tenderness, his soul 
had been touched with sympathy and with 
the transforming power of sacrifice. ‘* Why,’’ 
he’ said jubilantly, ‘‘there must have been a 
real joy for Christ in dying on the Cross !’’ 
— Burton H, Winslow, Saco, Me. Quota- 
tion from the Rev. Edgar W. Work, D.D.., 
in The American Messenger. The prize for 
this week ts awarded to this illustration, ° 


Mohammed or Christ ?—<And his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
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Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace (v. 6). 
ment, the Taj Mahal. In the center of the 
structure is a piece of marble 16 feet across 
and 8 or 10 feet high, A Mohammedan 


guard stands there, and while I was pee 
ni 


up he shouted something about one God a 
obammed his prophet. It echoed and 
echoed, and we listened, I could not leave 
with that echoing across the world, and I 
permission to stand where the sol- 
dier stood. Reluctantly he consented. Then, 
lifting up my voice, I shouted, ‘Jesus, 
— over all,’? and it echoed and re- 
echoed to the highest peaks of the Hima- 
layas.. That cry is to sound around the 
world.— W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 

From an address by Dr. Cortland Myers. 


* 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Eleven ste hs (or lesson pictures) will 
be needed for this fourth quarter, costing $1.84. 
Those who own the 1911 material need only 
nine new ones, costing + pe Those who have 
both 1910 and 1911 material need only eight 
new ones ($1.34). The pemsvoope (through 
which the pictures are seen in vivid lifelikeness) 
is 85 cents. Stereographs, less than four in one 
order, 20 cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid by the publishers on every order. Send 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia,. Pa. 


HE figure 3 on our Judea map marks a 

spot where we stood earlier in the year 
(January 21) to see the little town of 
Bethlehem. Let-us return there to-day 
while the Christmas story is freshly called to 











) WAP PATENT NO. 656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOQO, | 
PAT'D 1M GREAT BRITAIR, 


mind. Looking southeastward, as the spread- 
ing lines indicate, we find the flat-roofed 
houses of Bethlehem clustered below the 
level of a tall building on which we are 
standing (a school for boys), One of the 
narrow streets leads off ahead in a crooked 
curve, disappearing from sight under a stone 
archway. We can plainly see the slopes of 
both the hills on which the town is built. 
The tall tower of a monastery stands up con- 
spicuously on the eastern hill. At this side 
of the tower and a bit more toward the east 
(left) we can distinguish the big bare walls 
of a church with an open space in front of it. 
That is the Church of the Nativity, fronting 
on the market square. Its foundations are 
partly the solid rock of the hill itself. Down 
below its main floor is a cave, partly natural 
and partly artificial, In the old times, more 
than nineteen hundred years ago, there used 
to be a khan or walled shelter for travelers 
there at that side of the market square. 
Bethlehem was not then a very large or com- 
mercially important town, but it was famous 
as David’s birthplace, and it had enough 
visitors of one kind and another to make it 
need a regular camping-place for travelers 
with camels and donkeys. The chief high- 
way from Jerusalem and from districts far- 
ther north came in (and still comes in) behind 
us and down at our left. Up over that road 
came Joseph and Mary one December day 
to have their pames enrolled by the Roman 
census-takers. The desirable places in the 
khan were already taken, and Mary found 


shelter only in the cave where some of the | 


animals were fed and bedded. 


In the distance, straight ahead beyond the | 
town, we notice a curiously flat-topped hill. | 
A Roman fort crowned it in the time of | 


( Continued on next page) 


In India I saw that monu-. 





* 783 


‘BETTERTHANXMAS CARDS” 25m 





HUGH BLACK’S FRIENDSHIP BOOKLETS 


Each handsomely dec- 
ovated and col- 























treat- 
%. The Miracle of Friendship. 4. The Choice of Friendship. ment, tastefully bound we boards. 
2. Culture of Friendship. - The peneetas of Friendship. Formerly, 35 cents. 
3. The Fruits of Friendship. 6. The Higher Friendship. Flow, 25 cents, postpaid. 























A Series. Decorated boards, 
Unieue te sgte ond | THE RIGHT LIVING SERIES | roemeriy' 35 con 
The Power of Purpose, W. G. Jordan. Right Living as a Fine Art Newell Dwight 
The Joy of Work, Maitbie hoe The Master S the Science of a Living, N. D. Hillis. 
The very of Self, J M. Ludlow. m of Youth, Hu lack. 





A The Drea: 
The Kingship of Self Control, W. G. Jordan. The Friendly Life, Henry F. Cope. 
The Yb of Calmness, WG. Jordan, 








Printed | E slang Mlustration ie THE IDYLL ENVELOPE SERIES 














The Quest, Lettice The Angel and the Star, Ralph Connor. 
Crowding Out the Christ Child, S. D. Gordon. The Birthday of Hope, J. D. Jones. 
Christmas Eve at Topmast Tickle, Norman The Quest of the Yellow Pearl, Macfarlane. 











NEW Boous For S. 5. TIMES REAGERS 





JOHN T, FARIS 





WILLIAM McCORMICK 


The Boy and His Clubs 
G ‘One of the very best books on the subject, 











Author of ‘* Making Good.’ 
Men Who Made Good 














“Twenty-six brief bi hies of h “4. 1 cordially commend it to everyone interes 
GC, have attained distinction. ihe atm lncelenr, ip this Socinee ig work.” —Judge Ben B.Lindsey 





et ie style.””"—Minneapolis Journal. Net, 











PHILIP VOLLMER, Ph.D., D.D. 


ROBERT E. SPEER The Modern Student’s 
Men Who Were Found Faithful Life of Christ 


Like the author’s “‘ Young Men Who Over- GC. “ As a text-book for students, normal classes, 

came,”’ this book is a series of bi phical general Bible study, etc., it has copious ex- 
studies of men and women who have illustrated planatory notes, practical lessons, questions for 
the highest Christian ideals of loyalty and self- discussion, and referenee literature, all in untech- 
forgetfulness. Net, $1.00. nical language.”’— Patterson Du Bois.Net,$t.00. 


Every S. S. Times Reader Should Have S. D. GORDON'S LATEST VOLUME 


Quiet Talks About Our Lord’s Return 
¢ The author says; ‘‘In my boyhood days 1 heard much from Mr. Moody’s lips about our Lord’s 
_return. Later I became rather contused over the different teachings regarding it. Then I was led 
to pick up the Bible afresh on this subject. The result finally arrived at has profoundly affected my 
outlook as a follower of Jesus Christ. 


"Wet, 75 cents. ‘ 
Over Half a Million S. D, Gordon's ‘Quiet Talks’’ Sold. 


The Quiet Time sore Family Worship Revival BY S. D. GORDON 
¢. Including the “‘ Finnish Gold Story” with Prayer Pages for each Day. Boards, net, 25 cents. 












































FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY iracertss Noo wabash Ave. 





At all Booksellers, or 














TISSOT BIBLE PICTURE SETS 


Sixty Pictures in Full Color in an attractive portfolio, Hlus- 
trating the Uniform Lessons for 1913. 50 cents, postpaid 


We can also supply the (tyre recommended Tissot Pictures for the Graded Lessons for the First, 
Second and Third Years. One cent each. Send 2 cents for special list and catalog containing 2 colored illus- 
trations and 240 black and whitereproductions. Tissot Picture Society, Dept. B, Jersey City, N.J. 























MESSAGES FOR THE 
MORNING WATCH 


A Book of Devotional 
Readings in Genesis 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


For the first six months of 1913 the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons are in the Book of Genesis. The personal messages that the 
daily ‘‘ Morning Watch” reading of Genesis brought to the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times are gathered together in a little book suitable for 
daily devotional use, family worship, or the like. 215 brief readings are given. 


Price, $1.00, postpaid scs5 Waser Soest Philndeiphin Pe, 











ws 











$3 in Pittsburgh ; 
in Washington, and 21 in Hagers- 


town, Md. For catalogues, address M. P. MOLLER, HAGERSTOWN, MD. 


1500 MOLLER PIPE ORGANS NOW IN USE 


85 in New York; 49 in Baltimore; 41: in Philadelphia; 39 im Cincinnati; 18 
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at the end of a busy day, when vitality is 


Horsford’s 


low. Then Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 
tor comes to the rescue of tired nerves. 
A teaspoonful in a glass of cold water 
Weariness witi be found wonderfully effective. 
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Two Big ~owa Ideal 


a 
and 
Hills’’ comes into the runnin, 





picture shows a copy of ‘Their Yesterdays’’ 


wrapond wd ied (no wong ened with special package 


oF Fae Sad tne 'aring vied) 
of “Greetings of the Season’’— 


First Printing One-Half Milion Copies 


Philadelphia North American— 
ee ens ‘The Shephera of the 


Harold Bell Wright’s 


‘ THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for Christmas Giving 





of “The Winning of 


‘Best sellers run away 





New Story of the Love of a Man and a Woman 


ITHEIR YESTERDAYS 


@ Tender with sentiment, pathos, realism. 
supremely glorifies the wife and mother—delightfully wholesome. 


‘Illustrations in Colors by F. Graham Cootes. 
Bound uniform with “Barbara Worth” 


Honors the home, 


Cloth, 12mo. $1.30 Net 








Harold Bell Wright’s Latest and Biggest Novel 


Second Printing 


760th Thousand 


The Most Popular Book in the World 


THE WINNING 
OF BARBARA WORTH 


A Present-Day Story of Reclamation and Love 
Illustrations made on the scenes of the story by F. Graham Cootes 
Cloth, 12mo. 
Other Novels by Mr. Wright Uniform With Above 
That Printer of Udell’s, The Shepherd of the Hills, The Calling of Dan Matthews 





“A Jock, shet- will spouhl 











$1.30 Net 





4 BOA, DESIRABLE GIVING BY PARTICULAR GIVERS —" Their Yesterdays” 
with extra Ooze Tan Calf Sli 
pH over the regular cloth boune. omen (easily removed) making an elegant 


“The Winning of Barbara Worth” 


‘presentation edition. Each $2.00 N. 


Cover that fits 





Harold Bell Weteep 
“Famous Allegory of Life The 
"qd The e message Harold Ball Wright gave to 
Matthews” and then again in A Allegory 


_Illustrations by John Rea Neill. 


a the world, inf Novel-form in ‘* The Calling of Dan 
s story o! 
‘the race that it will have its ices ce on generations even beyond our own, 


1émo, Cloth 50 Cents Net, Full Leather $1.00 Net 


Uncrowned King 


The Uncrowned King” is so vital to 





Books on all subjects. Sets and 
Catalog sent postage prepaid, free on request, 


“rock. 
Established 1895 


For Sale at All Bookstores Or by the 





BOOK CATALOG FREE °% Sieispiney Bibey, oneicae ce 
of Fine vise Statins | for 

The Book Supply Company [Mtg id Becteken Chicago 
‘OverThree Million Harold Bell Wright Books Have Been Sold 


books of all the publishers 


E. W. REYNOLDS, President 


Publishers—The Book Supply Company 











THE CHRISTMAS BUDGET 


book, brimful of Christmas material, 
three complete services of carols, recitations, 
the complete story for ‘‘ In it of the 
will be sent postpaid for ro cents, or for 25 
cents we will send our Novelty Ch mas . 
. containing | “The Budget’’ as above, and re 
* Christmas Seals and t2 a — 
as hymn and motto Postcards asso: 
SEND 25 CENTS TODAY 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 


14 Vasari St. 265 at Lpem St. 


CHRISTMAS PRAISES 


foe GREAT REM TWAS 2 


our ro cent series of new octavo sone rand dues, any 
our subscription plan to 
issues at half price as soon as De lsived. 


The Redeheaver Co., 14 W. Washington St., Chicago, Ili, 


Ae, a 
etc., an 
King,”’ 


Chris 











CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
AND MUSIC FOR ALL 
THE YEAR iN: 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP AND SERV- 
ICE FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


Introducto vice, full cloth, 30 cents. 
Send, f+ a ieee a 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 














CHRISTMAS. MUSIC 


of whatever nat 
ddress 64 E. Yan Buren St. 


HALLOWED few me'vc 


NEW and OLD 


$25 Per 100, 108, not prepaid, | 35 cents aonme By core te by mail. 
THE BIGLOW W & MAIN Ct CO. New’ New York o or r Chicage 





ya be bod ate 5 good ct 
red. Try us. 





CHRISTMAS for SCHOLARS 


“ee o- Holly Testaments 
itts Last Year 












10 Holly Testaments for $x aed 

to Boy Scout Testa- 
ments far, .... 

f2 tor3 C. rs for 

x2 Palestine Flowers for Se 

Send 4 cents for zoo Daily 

Bitte Readings for 2913. 


SAMPLE | KHAKI or 
Hou ‘AMENT for 
SAMPLE CALENDAR Be 
PaLesting Fro FLOWER, 10¢ 


10% discomnt from from above prices 
for 100 or more. 
PF, M. Barton, 70s Gaxten, 
Cleveland, io 


CHRISTMAS POST CARDS 


STEEL DIE POST CARDS 
0.61. 4cts enchs: tO for 3 cts. Poinsettia 

—_, hol ee die s' on linen- — 
tiful Chrlecmans verse on each card. 
Ertusive ijn coloring and design as wel] as verse. 
SATIN POST CARDS 

5 cents each; 10 fur 45 cents. Beautiful 
landscapes suggestive of the Ao season. 
TO DRESS ¢ CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

38 cents for ten labels, ro seals, 20 tags, and 
10 greeting cards. 
CATALOG —11r2 pages of Holiday and Sunday- 

schoo] Supplies sent on request. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 24% Peck Street 


CHRISTMAS GARDS:; 


Magnificent assortment, from 25 cents per roo up. 
Sample package of 30 penny cards for ro cents. 


Write for our ree, Price iiss 
of Fine Cards and Bookle 


POST CARD DISTRIBUTING Co. 





Red, Green, Holly 




























504 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 





. (Continued from preceding page) 
Joseph and Mary. That fort was one of 
countless marks of the vast Roman govern- 
ment, which then controlled the whole 
world so far as the world was known to 
- n scholars. How could anybody in 
ehem here imagine that the powerful 
empire was near its end, and that a world- 
e kingdom of an entirely different kind 

was beginning? But it was so, 

(Use a stereograph entitled * David’s City, 


| Bethlehem, —view southeast to Frank Moun- 


tain,’’) ‘ 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A.; D.D. 
Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
oad lo-American Co eres in 
Beyrout, Sy 


PON them hath the light shined (v. 2). 

In Palestine the interval between the 

fading away of the stars and the 
emerging of the sun is much shorter than 
in northern lands, Sunrise is an effect of 
sudden and brilliant light. This suggested 
that figure of a spiritual sunrise in the soul 
according to which divine favor or accepts 
ance is the lifting up of God’s countenance, 

According to the joy in harvest (v. 3). 
Threshing-fioors are often grouped together, 
and there is a good deal of social compan- 
ionship while the wheat, during July and 
August, is being separated from the straw 
and chaff by day, and also by night among 
those who protect the sheaves and cones of 
sifted grain. Such joy especially applies to 
the fruit harvest in September, when the 
juice is being pressed out and clarified in 
the vats and boiled to make wine or mé- 
lasses in the large copper vessels. For this 
purpose the grapes are not gathered until 
they are perfectly ripe, sod this means 
simultaneous work in each valley or hillside, 
as the grapes there ripen about the same 
time. The treading goes on by day and 
night, and during the night, in order to pre- 
vent drowsiness, singing and hand-clapping 
in concert, primitive dancing of the men, 
and hallooings to the neighboring wine-press 
across the valley are indulged in around the 
large fire of thorns and thistles under the 
winewauldron, 

The yoke of his burden... thou hast broken 
(v. 4). The ox-yoke meant a long day o 
strain, with a chafing weight on the neck, 
and submission at every turn to him who 
followed with the ox-goad. Only the actual 
Julfilment could explain how easy the yoke 
becomes when life is made a living sacrifice 
and the strain is borne by the living Christ 
dwelling within. 

The staff of his shoulder (v, 4). The 
staff resting on the shepherd’s shoulder 
became the emblem of authority in the re- 
lationship of king and conquered nations. 

His name shall be called... the Mighty 
God (v. 6). In the East the power of God 
is to such an extent regarded as hjs supreme 


ag attribute that the popular thought gives to 


him the loveless isolation of an Oriental 
monarch. ‘The creed in the Jewish prayer- 
book declares that God can never take to 
himself any companion on his throne, and 
among the Moslems, in the Arabic grammar- 
book, the schoo]-boy learns the difference 
between active and passive by the classic 
payee of the Koran, ‘* God does nor 
rl nor is he begotten.*’ In the first un- 
ding of the gospel ¢ sufficient reason had 
be given for the immanence of divine 
rel: in the Son of God (Phil. 2 : 6-9) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt, 
« 
One New Plan Every Week 


of Novelty that is Needed 
ucceasful Teaching 


The Touc 
for 


By Amos R, Wells, Litt.D.. LL.D. 


SAIAH’S Tetxscore.—The teacher will 
begig by telling the class about the great 
work of the prophet. It was of twa 

kinds, ‘‘ Prophet ”’ means a ‘* forth-speaker ™ 
and a ‘‘fore-speaker.’"? The prophet spoke 
forth boldly what God wanted him to speak, 
for the warning and encouragement and 
guidance of his people. He also looked 
into the future, and told what would happen 
in coming days. Our lesson to-day is a spe- 
cimen of the wonderful fore-seeing of the 
prophets. 

It is as if the future of the world was laid 

out before the prophet’s vision like a great 


“scope - through which to see it clearly. 
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country, and God gave him a wonderful tele- 
With 
this the teacher will show the class a. ‘‘ tele- 
seope’’ which he has made out of a pasteboard 
mailing-tube. The eye-piece of the tele- 
scope will be of plain glass, At the other 
end is a pasteboard cap easily removable. 

This will g fitted with a circular piece of 
glass (ground glass, if possible), and in it the 
teacher will place, one at a time, circles of 
tissue-paper, on which he has written, with 
black ink and very plainly, the questions on 
the lesson given below (with such changes 
as he may wish to make). Looking through 
the eye-piece toward the light, the pupil will 
easily read the question aloud, and will then 
answer it if he can, 

As soon as a question is answered, the 
teacher will take the telescope, remove the 
cap, and substitute another circle of tissue 
paper with a new question upon it. The 
process will be hidden mysteriously behind 
the table or back of a cloth. The circular 
pieces of tissue will fit neatly, so that they 
will be held smoothly in place between the 
cap and the end of the tube. These ques- 
tions may be used : 

**Where did Isaiah live? When did 
Isaiah live? What afflictions came upon his 
nation during his time? In the midst of the 
darkness of the times, what did Isaiah see ? 
What made the world dark at the time when 
Christ came? How is Christ the Light of 
the world? How does Christ ‘multiply’ a 
nation that obeys him? How does Chris- 
tianity increase a nation’s joy? What did 
Isaiah mean by ‘the staff of the shoulder’ of 
his nation? What are some of the yokes 
that Christ has broken * What. did Isaiah 
mean by ‘the rod of the oppressor’? To 
what that happened in ‘the day of Midian’ 
does Isaiah refer? What did Isaiah, through 
his telescope, see happening to war and the 
weapons of war? How has Christ brought 
yee upon earth? Why was it-strange that 

saiah should see Christ coming as a child? 
Why is Christ called Wonderful? Why is 
Christ called Counsellor? Why is Christ 
called Mighty God? Why is Christ called 
Everlasting Father? Why is Christ called 
Prince of Peace? How does Christianity 
rest ‘upon the throne of David’? What 
evidence have we that Christ’s kingdom 
shall go ou Increasing endlessly, as Isaiah 
prophesied & 


AUBURNDALE, Mass. 
% 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we praise thee not only with words, but with 
hearts overflowing with gratitude for the gift of 
thy Son Jesus Christ to an undeserving world. 
We thank thee that even as the light of the 
dawn shines more and more unto the fulness of 
the day, even so he whois the light of the world 
sheddeth abroad the glory of the new: life for 
mankind. We rejoice in the day that com- 
memorates his coming as a little child into the 
world, and we rejoice in the coming of. this 
same Jesus Christ, our Saviour, into the hearts 
of so many here to-day. May we each one of 
us sender unto him the pe peste | and praise 
of surrendered lives, and may each one of us 
know in all its reality the new life which Christ 
would be to every one who will fully receive 
him. Ig his name we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.— Commander Peary, 
the discoverer of the North Pole, has said 
that not the cold, but the darkness, of the 
long Arctic night, when the sun is not seen 
tor months, is the great hardship that the 
explorer must bear. Day after day the 
gloom is around and about the men who 
dare the Arctic night, and it requires much 
care to keep free from the depression that 
the gloom produces. I think I have seen in 
the face of the man whose life has been long 
darkened by sin the traces of the Arctic 
night. There is no joy in that face, no glad 
smile shines upon it. 

But even on the face pf the hardened 
sinner that look of gloom may be replaced 
by a fadiance that makes glad any one who 
looks upon it. The Christ came into the 
world where the Arctic night of sin had cast 
its shadow for a long time. Many were 
groping in its darkness, many yielding with- 
out hopefully trying to find a way out. I like 
to think of the change in the very faces of 
the people who came to understand and to 
love Jesus in his own land. I am sure that 
they no longer reminded their friends of 
darkness by their very looks, but rather of 
the sunlight of broad day. And this is what 


( Continued on page 786) 














LESSON FOR DEC. 22 (lsaiah 9: 1-7) 
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$1.10 postpaid. 





The Life of Dr. J.R. Miller 
By John T. Faris 


Author, editor, pastor, friend, who for more than a 
generation impressed on the world the beauty and 
the possibility of living according to his own simple 
creed, ‘‘ Jesus and I are Friends.’’ 
of a wonderful life is a record—nota eulogy. As 
far as possible Dr. Miller speaks for himself, through 
letters and rememberec conversations. $1.00 net; 


This biography 





The Home Beautiful 


By J. R. Miller, D.D. 


A new volume on Christian home life, being 
the heart of the author’s previous inspiring books, 
‘* Practical Religion,’’ 
‘Home Making,’’ and ‘‘In His Steps.”’ 


‘Weekday Religion,’’ 


net; $1.10 postpaid. 


$1.00 





Progress in Christian Culture 
By Samuel Charles Black, D.D. 
Thousands found the author’s previous vol- 
‘*Plain Answers to Religious Questions 
Modern Men Are Asking,’’ a book of uncommon 
In the same arrestive, thought-compelling 


ume, 


interest and helpfulness. 





way, this new book goes straight to the heart of its subject—how the 


style. 


savéd Christian may acquire the graces of his Lord. 
Cloth, 75 cents, net; 83 cents postpaid. 


Issued in: uniform 





The Youngest King. 
Christmas missionary setting. 

‘A Christian’s Habits. By Robert E. Speer. 
and re-read this book. 

Concerning Them That Are Asleep. By 
comfort for the bereaved. 





Decorated boards. Each 50 cents net; 55 cents postpaid. 
An Artist at the Zoo. By Harry B. Bradford. 


Cloth, $1.00 ; $1.09 postpaid. 


DESIRABLE GIFT BOOKS 
By Robert Hamill Nassau, D.D. 


A Christmas story with the real 
Young men—young women, too—will read 


Rev. Daniel Hoffman Martin. A book of 





Illustrated with sixty drawings from life. _ 


Send for Our illustrated Holiday Book Catalogue 





THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


Headq 
New York. 156 Fifth Ave. 
San Francisco, 400 Satter St. 


uarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
‘abash A 


505 N. Seveath St. 


See, eS ve. St. 
Nashville, 415 Church St, Pittsburgh, 204 Fulton Bidg. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. 
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Holtman Bibles. 


small and large. 





Thirty-two 





- Holman - 


Bible | 


@, The highest skill of the oldest Bible publishing 
house in America has produced in this “new self- 
pronouncing, large-type, pictorial Bible for young 
people a. most notable combination of mechanical 
excellence and varied usefulness. 


@ It is one of the numerous, very practical, and 
not too éxpeénsive editions made under the direc- 
tion of Holman experience in the Holman Bible 
It is an ideal Christmas gift for 
boy or girl in. the ‘teen age. 


| For sale everywhere 


A. J. Holman Co. 


Beautiful Helps with 
Half-tone Philadelphia, Pa. Maps in 
Pictures Oldest American Bible Publishers Colors 


4,000 
Questions 











Ask _ for Holman 


G. Be sure to ask your bookseller to show you the 
They include a great variety of 
editions,— Testaments, Psalms, complete Bibles, 
They are made tobe used. 





Ample 


























[ Stories for Grown-Ups and for Children 





The Parish of the Pines (by Thomas 
D. Whittles) tells in a breezy way ‘‘a tale of 
the sky-pilot of the lumber-jacks,’’ with some 
words as to his recent lieutenants among the 
twenty thousand lumbermen of Northern 
Minnesota. The labors of Frank Higgins, 
**sky-pilot,’’? are already known on two con- 
tinents.. Many moving and some thrilling 
incidents in his unique work are here re- 
lated, along wi’h an illuminating account of 
the peculiar conditions of industry and modes 
of life which tend to give unusual form to 
evangelistic labor in lumber camps. Saloon 
brawls, unconventional religious services 
held in camp-kitchens and bunk-houses, and 
occasional displays of muscular Christianity 
on the part of the preacher, furnish the 
author with an abundance of picturesque 
material which he handles with effect. The 
book gives evidence of the value of this form 
of home mission work. (Revell, $1 net.) 


Cease Firing.: A Novel of the War be- 
tween the States (by Mary Johnston), is a 
sequel to ‘The Long Roll,’’ completing her 
‘historical novel of the Civil’ War. It is 
really Volume II, as the story, characters, and 
incidents of the second book are closély con- 
nected with the first, and must be understood 
by it. Two or three love stories rnn parallel 
through this history ; but after all it is more 
history than novel. There is always vivid- 
ness, intensity, and a remarkable atmosphere 
imparted. One is impressed with the long 
study, wide reading, personal interviewing, 
and indefatigable toil that must have been 
necessary to produce a work of such scope 
and permanent quality. Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co., $1.40 net.) 


Mr. Achilles. (By Jennette Lee). The 
high art of Jennette Lee, in plot and style, is 
again evident. Into the tiny Chicago fruit- 
shop of a poetic Greek comes one day the 
young daughter of a millionaire. Her heart 
leaps in response to the Greek’s impassioned 





description of Athens and its glories. They 
become firm friends ; and when a great and 


thrilling danger presses, rescue comes through 
his wit and courage. (Dodd, Mead & Co., 
$1 net.) > 


The Penny Philanthropist (By Clara 
E. Laughlin),—The author has packed a lot 
of common-sense, as well as knawledge of 
the difficulties in trying to help working-girls, 
into her breezy tale. Peggy, a young Irish 
girl, keeps a ‘* News Emporium ’’ not far 
rom a center of Chicago slum-life. She is 
the joy and comfort of the neighborhood, at 
once a restraint and an inspiration, Her 
habit of giving a penny a day in helping 
others—all she can afford—is an example 
that eventually has wide effects. And it is 
through Peggy that a warm-hearted, unselfish 
young woman, with great wealth at her dis- 
posal, learns how to come into the lives of 
tempted and weary working-girls with per- 
sonal friendship and real help. The great 
detective, Burns, appears prominently, and a 
lively gang of dynamiters. (Revell, $1 net.) 


At the Crossing with Denis McShane 
(By Willam Allen Knight, Litt.D.; illus- 
trated by Florence Scovel Shinn) is a story- 
sketch full of tender feeling. Denis, a little 
Irishman, old and bent, was a sweeper of 
crossings, and the cheery friend of those 
who crossed. In him the Protestant dominie 
and Father O’Leary, with others of the 
American suburban village, found a point of 
contact, and eventually a bond of union at 
Christmastide. (The Pilgrim Press, 60 cents 
net.) 


The Epic of Ebenezer (By Florence 
Tinsley Cox).—An old man and a dog are 
the principal characters in this amusing 
Christmas story. ‘The solemn quiet of Hill- 
crest village is shattered by the sudden 
coming of Ebenezer, a shaggy little yellow 
mongrel, supposed to have been lost from a 
passing motor-car. His efforts to make 
friends and find a permanent abiding-place 
meet with mysterious rebuffs; but at last he 
finds a devoted master in old man Green. 





Ebenezer tries the neighborhood’s nerves to 
the murder point, but old ** Joshuway” 
Green always stands up forhim. And when 
at last he saves his master's life, the neigh- 
bors flock in with Christmas felicitations. 
(Dodd, Mead, & Co., 50 cents net.) 

‘* Charge It;’’ or, Keeping. Up With 
Harry (By Irving Bacheller).—Irving Bach- 
eller’s hit, in his satire about keeping up 


equally pungent. Again the Hon. Socrates 
Potter tells how he combatted the. various 
extravagances of his town, in social customs, 
genealogical crazes, and even church mat- 
ters. Sometimes it cost a lot of money, but 
fortunately he and his wife.could. stand it. 
‘** Charge It,’”? two words covering modern 
extravagance in many forms, .became. less 
popular through, his far-sighted . schemes, 
(Harper & Brothers, $1.00 net.) 


The Long Way Home (By ‘“ Pansy.’’ 
oo G.'R. Alden]). ‘Pansy’? has long 

en a writer of power. Her niany stories for 
young people are deeply religious, and’are 86 
intended, Her latest volume has good plot 
and style, and,. best of all, spiritual force. 
Two young people marry. ‘The boy has 
fine, unselfish qualities, but knows nothing 
of the Christian faith. The ‘girl, though a 
church-member from childhood, has had no 
real religious life, and is frivolous, jealous, and 
Spiteful. Soabreak comes between thei in 
the first year, and it is only through a weary 
**long way home ’’ that they become re- 
united in the joy of deep spiritual experi- 
ences, (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Co., $1.50.) 
The Turkey Doll (By Josephine Scribner 
Gates).—The old-fashioned wholesome chil- 
dren’s books are none too plentiful nowa- 
days, ‘‘The Turkey Doll’’ harks back toa 
day when life was simpler, and children were 
content with a few Christmas presents. “It 
will please the child-reader, and is a helpful 
Christmas story. (Houghton, Mifflin Co., 
75 cents.) 


The Japanese Twins (By Lucy Fitch 
Perkins).— American children will enjoy 
learning the manners and customs of their 
little cousins across the Pacific, told-in Miss 
Perkins’ entertaining way. Tako and Take, 





the twins, live.in a little garden in the Happy 


with Lizzie, he now supplements with another | 





Islands, as the Japanese. call their country. 
They visit the temple in the jinricksha with 
their father and mother, feed the~ sacred 
doves and pony, eat candied peas and beans, 
and on-@ rainy day drive a little wagon drawn 
by a beetle. Numerous and skilfully exe- 
cuted pencil sketches contribute to this at- 
tractive book for little folks. (Houghton, 


| Mifflin Co., $1 net.) 





The Goldfish (By Julian Street, with 
color illustrations by Eugénie Wireman) is a 
charming story of a’small boy who wrote to 
Santa: Claus asking fer a full sized brother 
with plenty of teeth. The goldfish in the 
g'ass bowl tells him—if he didn’t dream it— 
that if he can keep from spotting his napkin 
a week it will release the fish from the prison 
to become the longed-for brother. It cost a 
struggle; but it worked. (John Lane Co., 
70 cents net.) 


Once Upon a Time Tales (By Mary 
Stewart).—As an interpreter of Bible stories 
for young children Miss Stewart has already 
won a reputation through her ‘‘Tell Me a 
True Story,’’ and also her Bible lessons for 
Beginners in the Graded Series issued by 
The Sunday School Times Co. Her new 
volume is a collection of fairy tales—the 
writing of which is a very different art. But 
Miss Stewart’s work is marked by purpose 
as well as by literary vivacity, Dr. Henry 
van Dyke’s approval is set upon this beauti. 
ful book in the form of a graceful introduc- 
tory, fairy-like apology, headed, ‘‘ The Way 
to Once-Upon-a-Time.’’ The illustrations 
are pleasingly artistic. (Revell, $1.25 net.) 

Billy Popgun (By Milno Winter ; illus- 
trated by the author). As Woodrow Wilson 
has said of children, ‘*‘ They live in a world 
of delightful imagination ; they pursue per- 
sons and objects that never existed; they 
make an Argosy laden with gold out of a 
floating butterfly.’’ Billy Popgun’s fantastic 
trip, as he falls off the ** Edge-of the Town ”’ 
and floats through land and water and air on 
animals and birds, is a contribution to the 
child-spirit that has the fascination of ‘‘ Alice 
in Wonderland,’’ The inimitable full-page il- 
lustrations in color, done by the author-artist, 
vie with the text of the story, which brings to 
mind the child flavor of Metterlinck’s «* Blue 
Birt’ (lloughton Mifflin Co,, $2 net). 
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TheLeaders of theWorld 


atest 
fast year wee e 1Qm8 
very evident the people are not ready to 
‘giv. up the old familiar reading for the 
new and strange wording of the American 
and English revisions—the changes are too 
numerous and too radical. They say ‘It 
doesn’t sound like the Bible.’ 
people want is the old book corrected, and 
this they in the 1911 Bible,”—2ev, 
W. L. Athisson. 


Oxford 
Teachers’ 
Bibles 


WITH NEW AND UP-TO-DATE HELPS 
ARRANGED UNDER ONE ALPHABET 
Over 3,000,000 Copies Soid 
**They are known from Greenland’s Icy 
y parted to India’s Coral Strand.’’— Zhe 


From $1.50 upward 


The Scofield 
Reference Bible 


A wonderful Book for the English 
world. With an entirely new system o 
helps and references, 

From $1.50 upward 


Full explanatory booklet on application. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch, 35) West 33nd Street, New York 


fts to the world 
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THE LESSON HANDBOOK, 1913 
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( Continued from page 784) 

Christ does to-day, ‘This is the message of 
the Christmas time, the m of joy and 
good-cheer and glad- tidings. Each one of us 
may show forth to those about us what Rob- 
e:t Louis Stevenson has called the ‘* morning 
face,’’ because of the Christ-joy within us. 

I can almost wish to-day that this board were 
not a d/ackboard, but a Louch more gladsome 
messenger than that; buat-the white chalk 
shines forth upon it almost as the light shines 
iipoh the darkness, 








FROM 
DARKNESS 


TO 
LIGHT 











It is a glorious picture that the prophet 
flung across the face of history when he 


prophesied the rere ae | of that Light. It is | 


a wonderfui blessing t 
be ours here and now. 
true of every one of us! 


PHILADELPHIA, 


at Light and Life may 
May this indeed be 


* 
_ Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


a to the brightness of Zion's glad morn- 


ing.” 
‘Hark ! the herald angels sin 
‘*[t came upon the midnight c ear.’ 
** Joy to the world ! the Lord is come.’ 
"The morning light is breaking."’ 
‘The race that long in darkness pined.”’ 
“ The whole world was lost in the darkness of 
sin.’ 
** Watchman, tell us of the night." 
‘“While shepherds watched their flocks by 
night."" 
arentheses are to the metrical 
ook ‘* Bible Songs.”’ ) 


Psalm 118 : a (240 : 1-4). 
Psalm 117 : 1, 2 (237 : I, 2). 
Psalm 45 : Ae 10 (94 : 1-5). 
Psalm 89 : 12-16 (179 : I-5). 
Psalm 149 : 1-4 (326 31-3). 


(Refeiences in 
salm 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TErACHING.—Christmas cele- 
brates God’s greatest yift to the world. 
Note.— he real Christmas story will 
interest primary children more than Isaiah’s 
prophecy, elthough that: may be used as an 
introduction. One of the Scripture portions 
which the older primary children should 
memorize is Luke 2 : 8-20. 
Approark,—What happy day is coming 
this week? How many of you girls have 
asked for a new doll for Christmas? Do you 
really expect.one ? Have you thought about 
any names which might suit your new doll ? 
Long, long ago, even before there was any 
Christmas, some people called Jews had 
asked or prayed for a king, who should be 
their Messiah. They really expected that he 
would be born, but they couldn’t tell when. 
An old prophet named Sealek wrote just how 
they felt about it. (Show his book.) 
sometimes say : 


‘** T° stands for Isaiah, a prophet of old, 
Who often the coming of Jesus foretold."’ 


like a scroll. (Show a model.) 
their king that they had chosen several 
names which might belong to him. 

We love the story of the Christmas star. 
Let us make a large one, with five points, in 
which we can write some of these names, 
In the center we will put the names which 
we know and love best of all. 

Many babies had been born among the 
Jews ; their baby king, the Messiah, was to 
be more Wonderful than any other. (Write 
it.) Long afterward, when the Christ-child 
was born, a wonderful light shone in the 
sky, snd the angels brought a wonderful 
message. ‘The text name seems long and 
hard (write Counsellor), but it means ready 
to help. Nearly all this year.our stories 
have told how, when Jesus was on earth, he 
went about doing good, ready to help. 
Sometimes he healed the sick, sometimes he 
taught. 

The third name was Mighty God. When 





We | 





Isaiah wrote a long book, which was made | 
The Jews 
had thought so much about the coming of | 


| siah would bring Light. 





Jesus came he said that God sent him, and 
that Me was the Son of God, (Repeat John 
3: 16.) j 

The next name is easy for us to under- 
stand : the Everlasting Father, who loves and 
cares for all. 

The son of a king is calleda prince. Princes 
are taught how to lead soldiers in war, but 
the angels said that the Christ-child was to 
be the ‘* Prince of Peace.’’ 

Isaiah said that when this child came, the 
people who lived in darkness should see 
vor light, and that upon those who lived in 

e shadow the light would shine. 

As he thought of the child with these won- 
derful names, Isaiah wrote: ‘‘Unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given.’’ In 
the center of the star let us write the name 
whieh the angel told Mary, the mother, to 
call her baby—Jesus—and that other name 
which is the first part of Christmas (Christ). 

Long after Isaiah wrote his book, the 
Christ-child was born. Give the story from 
Luke 2+ 8-20 and Matthew 2: 1-12, The 
children love to find the details of the story 
from mounted pictures arranged conveniently 
for them to see. Valuable additions may 
easily be secured by mounting the covers 
of Christmas magazines and papers. (See 
The Sunday School Times cover. ) 

Make your room attractive with holly, 
evergreen, flowers, Christmas bells and a 
star. From the wealth of beautiful Christ- 
mas songs and hymns for children select 
those most worthyto endure, those with a 
real Christmas message. Emphasize the 
thought that Christmas is named for the 
birthday of the wonderful child who was 
God’s gift to the work, 

Your Christmas giving service would be 
appropriate in connection with this lesson, 
allowing three days to sort and distribute 
the. gifts which your children bring to make 
others happy. 

Another thing that Isaiah wrote is coming 
true. He said of the Christ: ‘*Of the in- 
crease of his government there shall be no 
end.’’ Because missionaries have gone to 
many lands to tell the story of Christ, more 
peeple are celebrating Christmas this year 
than ever before. We hope that sometime 
everybody may know about Christmas day. 

If your children prepared and sent any 
pictures and post-cards, as suggested during 


October, call to mind the far-away children. 


who will be made happy by their gifts. 
Hand-werk.—Let each child draw a star, 
and write inside one name for the Christmas 
baby, or give to each child a gilt star to paste 
in his or her book beside the picture for this 
lesson. 
Home-work.— Pian to 
happy for Christmas. If your class is to unite 
with your school in providing Christmas 
cheer, explain definitely what is to be done. 


CHICAGO, ILL, 
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make somebody 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


I. The Prophecy of a Great Gift to Us. 
II. ‘The Historical Fulfilment. 
III. ‘The Experimental Fulfilment. 


ARLY in October some girls in our 
Girl’s Club were embroidering Christ- 
mas gifts. Surely such early prepara- 

tion indicated loving thought and the desire 
to give pleasure to some loved one through 
a beautiful piece of work. Our dear Heav- 
enly Father, with much more loving thought 
and centuries of preparation, gave to us_the 
priceless Christmas. gift of ‘Jesus Christ, 
Isn’t it interesting to hear of a gift for your- 
self before it comes! Isaiah, seven hundred 
years before Christ came, told of this ‘‘ Gift ”’ 
of the Father to us. 

‘Then we analyzed the prophecy. Mes- 
Note - the sin- 
darkness and the value of light to reveal a 
path. 2. Messiah would bring joy. Recall 
the joyous occasions in a nation; namely, 
harvests and victories. Note our holidays, 
which celebrate such joyous occasions. 3. 
Messiah would be a protection. Note the 
need of it for Israel. 4. Messiah would 
bring peace. Note the picture of the armor 
burned because it is not needed. Review 
the offices suggested by the names ‘* Won- 
derful, Counsellor,’’ ‘* Mighty God,’’ etc. 

Il. Zhe Historical Fulfilment. Suppose 
I were to tell you of a gift for you, made of 
silk and lace, Imagine your delight to find 
that it was a beautiful dress, and just suited 
to yor. When Jesus came, he was so much 


( Continued on next page) 
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2,000 New 
Lantern Slides of 
Superior Quality 


From Negatives Made by 
Our Own Photographer 
for Our Exclusive Use, of 
Italy, Rome, Egypt, Palestine, Greece, 
Holland, Belgium and Ireland 


We cover every known subject (Ameri- 
can and Foreign) for amusement or Edu- 
cational purposes, as well as for Lectures 
on Art, Travel, History and Science. 

‘Slides for Sunday Schools and Churches. 


Our stock is the largest in the WORLD 
Over 150,000 Subjects to Select 
from for Purchase or Rental 


STEREOPTICONS for. Home Enter- 
tainment, Church; School or Lecture 
work. 


Send for Catalogue of Slides and Lanterns. 
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“COMMUNION SERVICE 


It is conceded that the individual 
communion cup is the best. 

Why not introduce it now? 

It is reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and Deautifal. 

The quality of our Service is the 
finest on the market. 

Quality—not price—should determine 
your cheice. 


Write for Itlustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 


BELLS ==. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 22 (Isaia 9 : 1-7) 


(Continued from preceding page) 
terand more beautiful than pa etd 
rte one saw that Jesus fully 
his ey Recall aa where Jesus 
ht light, joy, protection, 

mie The ee pee Fulfilment, Sup- 
pose that you opened’the box containing 
your beautiful gift dress, but never wore it, 
nor even tried it on, nor even lifted it out to 
examine it, what would the giver’s feelings 
be? Have you accepted and appreciated 
the gifts the Messiah brought to you? Have 
you had guidance from your Wonderful 
Counsellor? Let the light of the Christmas 
star and of every star bear the message of 
the Light. Have you known the protection 
of the Mighty ?. Have you been able 
to nee pod hard a4 because of your gift 
of the Mighty God? Have you pleased him 
by using your strength in his service? Have 
you used your gift of peace to drive away 
worry? Let the joy bells of Christmas re- 
mind you of this joy. 

But giving is better than receiving. In 
what way, therefore, can we share these 
best gifts ? 

Give some gift where one aa be re- 
turned, Wrap with each a prayer- 
thought for the dear ones. . some deed 
each day in the Christmas spirit to keep the 
Christmas with you all the year. 

1. How did Isaiah picture the Messiah 
with four names? 

2. Name four great Christmas gifts from 
Jesus, 

3. How can you keep Christmas for three 
hundred and sixty-five days each year. 


Home Work on Next Week’s 


Memorize John 7 ; 17. 
ways could a girl know that an orange is 
sweet? Could she ‘‘taste and know’”’ 
Jesus’ love and power? 

Memorize John 6 : 37. How did the dis- 
ciples know this from experience? Did it 
include despised Samaritans? Does it in- 
clude us? How’do you know? 

How did the disciples bang of Jesus’ for- 
giveness? (Matt. 18 : 15-35.) hy was it 
essential that the disciples should be sure 
Jesus would forgive ? 

Luke 9 : 28-36. What was the value of 
the Transfiguration in the experience of the 
disciples? What is the value of being sure 
of what you must teach ? 

Read Mark 9 : 14-23. Memorize verse 
23. What limits Jesus’ power to do for us? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson 
In what two 
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A Boy’s-E ye View of the Lesson 
By Pucker 





Pucker’s ‘* Views’’ are not only readable, 
but they give a very definite teaching gies. 
show how to gripthe boys’ attention, bring 
out the spiritual truth needed by boys, 
suggest object-lessons, illustrations, and 
blackboard diagrams, and assign home- 
work.—The Editor. 











EACHER met us all last Sunday with a 
smile and what he called a Christmas 
handshake. When he let go of my 

hand, there was a iittle aluminum book- 
mark, and on it the words: ** Unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour 
which is Christ the Lord.’? Each fellow in 
the class got one, and it did begin to seem 
like Christmas. 

We read the lesson together like we most 
always do, to kind of refresh our minds, and 
all of a sudden Bulldog Jones slammed his 
Bible shut like he was disgusted. 

** That’s all Dutch to me,’’ he grumbled. 
*¢ Sounds like a crazy man wrote it.”’ 

“Yes, it does sound strange,” said 
teacher, smiling ; *‘ but I think we can soon 
find out what it means.’? 

So he explained how Isaiah was writing 
seven hundred years before Christ, when 
the kingdom of Israel was just being de- 
stroyed and carried away captive, but Isaiah, 
looking way ahead, saw that Christ was 
coming, by and by, and told them not to 
give up hope,—everything would come out 
right in the end. 

He pointed out on the map how the tribes 
of Zebulun and Naphtali lived in Galilee, 
where the enemies had killed lots of the 
people and done the most harm. Then he 
had us read the first verse again, and I 
began to see some sense in it. 

Next he had us hunt out what. Isaiah said 
Christ was to bring to Israel and the world. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


peteennabehda rae fe he put it on 
the board, like this : 





uae 
-CHRIST FREEDOM 
SINGS JUDGMENT 











** Has Jesus Christ really brought to the 
world what Isaiah said he would?’ asked 
teacher. 

**Not very fast,’’ said Bert. 
still wars and sorrows.”’ 

‘* But there is a mighty peace movement 
now going on,’’ answered teacher, ‘that 
will some day do away with war, and it is 
the Christ spirit of ‘Peace on earth, good- 
will to men * that is doing it.”’ 

Then he told how mission schools are 
driving the dark ignorance out of Africa, 
and Christian teachings are bringing joy to 
the sorrowful child-widows of India; rescue 
missions give freedom through Christ to the 
converted drunkards, and the teachings of 
Jesus are showing up the great evils of the 
world, and judging them to be sins. 

** Boys,”’ he said, ‘‘ Christ brought all 
these blessings to the earth, but the human 
race is so slow to receive them, When Christ 
finally has his way in the world it will be 
Christmas and Thanksgiving rolled into one, 
and ‘Good Will to Men’ will rule all the 
year.”’ 

Then he had us hand in our stories. 
** Which one do you want to hear read?”’ 
he asked, and we all hollered, ‘*Carl’s,’’ 
So teacher read it, and it was fine; all about 
the star and shepherds and Wise-men and 
Herod. 

While teacher was reading it we passed 
around a picture that he: handed out, of 
Bethlehem the way it looks to-day. He 
said they have a great Christmas celebration 
in Bethlehem, but that the people don’t 
really care much for Jesus. 

‘*T should think every one that lives in 
Bethlehem would believe in Christ, sure,’’ 
said Skinny. 

** Yes,’’ answered teacher, ‘*and I should 
think that every one who lives in Christian 
America, the land of Bibles, churches, and 
Sunday-schools, would believe on Christ. 
But it isn’t what is outside of us that makes 
us Christians; it is our hearts that let him in 
or keep him out.’’ 

He took out of the drawer a sheet of paper 
that had a big spot of oil on it. With his 
fountain-pen he drew-a heart around the spot, 
and then told Skinny to write the word Jesus 
all around outside the heart. Skinny did it, 

*“* Now, William,’’ he said to me, “this 
heart needs Jesus. See if you can write itin.’’ 

So I took the pen, but that old oily spot 
was so slick that I couldn’t make a mark on 
it. I tried and tried, but it just wouldn’t 
stick. 

**You see,’’ said teacher, looking at 
Skinny, ‘Jesus may be all about us, but if 
our hearts do not yield to him, he cannot 
come in, and even after we let him in, if 
there lingers in any corner a bit of unwilling- 
ness, he cannot really fill us. The whole 
heart must be yielded or we shall be like 
Bethlehem that gave him only a place in the 
stable; that celebrates his birth, but has so 
little room for him in their hearts and lives.’’ 

He had us hunt up John 1: 12, and then 
before we read it out loud he told a story of 
how some boys took a basket of groceries to 
a poor woman one Christmas Eve, but she 
thought they were playing a trick, and fora 
long time she wouldn’t open the door. 

** Now, boys,’’ he said, ‘‘read the verse 
that tells what we have to do before Christ’s 
Christmas gifis of light, joy, peace, etc., can 
really be ours.’’ 

So we read, ** As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God.”’ 

**See, boys,’? he smiled, *‘ only those 
can enjoy his blessings who receive him. 
Jesus cannot fully give to the world what 
Isaiah foretold he would give until he is 
crowned Lord of all. 

So he put on th¢ board a third column that 
made it read : 


** There’s 





LIGHT To 

CHRIST soy ALL 
FREEDOM WHO 

BRINGS PEACE RECEIVE 


JUDGMENT HIM 
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TARBELL’S TEACHING HINTS. 
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For Primary Teachers: A special sec- 
tion shows how to begin and de- 
velop the lesson ; the aim to ac- 
complish, stories to illustrate the 
lesson truths, pictures are noted, 
in the review lesson a simple black- 
board sketch for each lesson is pro- 
vided, 


A Wonderful Half Dollar's Worth 


Practical Commentary 
ON THE S. S. LESSONS 


The year's lessons, Pointed, illu- 
minating, spiritual’ hints to teach- 
ers, illustrations, blackboard exer- 
cises, questions, 
233 es. Large octavo volume 
50 =~ net; postpaid, 60 cents 


The successful teacher of every grade 
must know how to adapt tlie lesson 
to the age and interests and needs of his or her pupils. 


TARBELL’S FOR 1913 


makes effective teaching easy for every one. 


@ ‘‘It is exceedingly wise in its adaptation to the various grades.’ "Bishop John H. Vincent. 
Nearly 500 pp. llustrated, 8vo, cloth, $1.00 net; postpaid, $1.15 





At all Boo 





No. 4. Teaching Various Grades 


Junior, I and SeniorTeachers 
always find their needs more than 
met. Senior students, Members of 
the Home Department, Workers in 
Young People’s Societies, find the 
book invaluable. 

Bible Class Teachers : Modern problems 
connected with the lesson text are 
given with references for discussions. 


“FITS THE VEST-POCKET” 


‘ The Gist of the Lesson 


By R. A. TORREY 
A Vest-Pocket ‘‘ Multum in Parvo.” 
Each lesson fully explained (three 
whole pages) ; special emphasis of 
the text ; prayer-meeting topics, etc. 
Net 25 cents, postpaid 
ellers, or 
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413,538 copies of our Great Book 


Songs of the King 


Sold to date, and almost as many 


Christian Gospel Hymns 


Get the Best. Don’t Bother about the Rest. 


Calvary’s Praises 


9,000 sold in Australia. 
Many thousends sold each month in America. 


Over 300 Songs, Hymns 
and Bible Readings. 


A few of the great new 
Songs in our mewest a 
5 test book :** Where They 
eed No Sun,” “It’s Just 
Like His Great Love,” 
* When We All Get to Heay- 
en,” “ Pull Up Stream,” “ It 
Truly Is Marvelous,” "es Sat- 
fied,”’ “‘Christ is King,” 
eSach s LittleWay to Jesus,” 
Pa Shall Look Like the King,”’ 
Whom Have You Helped 
Today? «Tell It O’er tad 
me Day the Silver 
*hord will Break,” "and **Peal 
ut the Watchword,”” 


Sample Copies, 25 cents 
Chas. Reign Scoville, Music Publisher- 


2205 W. Van Buren Street, Chicago, Illinois 
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CAMPBELL MORGAN'S 
TEACHING OF 
THE LESSON 

Leatherette. Vest Pocket Size 
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DEVOTIONAL 
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IRD’S-EYE BIBLE STUDY 


By Rev. Alexander Patterson 
introduction 


Repeupalncl oll Go hecho of thn bitin bhweaeeen te their elass- 
Hieation oad i a 


aterreia tion, 8 summery of the bread teachings of the 


with gener ai at 
Gwine treth. Also wapaiv chapters on “‘How in Boule 0 


Bible,"* ““The Way 
Carist,”’ 


Salvation," 
*“Power in Prayer,’’ “The Work of the Holy Spirit."’ 
covers, 150; 8 for $1. Cloth covers, 30c net. 


Bible Ase’n, 826 LaSalle Ave., Chicage 











THE POUNDS LESSON CALENDAR 


Improved. Artistic, — , Popular. 
for organized classes and 

where. Samples roc. each, 3 for 25c , post; 
sale rates in quantities. Lesson 


Just the thing 
unday-schoo' workers every- 
id. Whole- 
Calendar Pads also for 


your own mounting. The Hiram Press, Hiram, O. 





on et Print ne wth a oo weante ae 
im? = ger Sit, Rocary 80 $00, At Al easy rules 
Big prof. 
i. ae heuer a an cata- 
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This is the Butcher of Town, 
His tools arebrightashisrenown. . 
To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
Por folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no a like cleanly 
surroundin Peet ie why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his'shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Taasaes Seen ie Saath 
I WILL TEACH YOU 
THE BIBLE 
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dren find it pr ° 

No matter where you live, if you 
can read and write, we guarantee to help you to 
know your Bible better. . 

‘Those who cannot leave home and go to school 
find it just the system to have the 
school in the home. 

The author of these books and 
method, after making the very best 
preparation as a Bible teacher, has 4 
given over 20 years to Bible teach- @& 
ing by mail, and during these 

ware bas been planning for the 

st Book to have more atten- 
tion in the home. 

‘The four cloth books are 
used in many churches for 
Bible training as well as for 
individual work in the home. 
Where can you invest money that 


retord te Vout it A course of Syst 
ou un . ce e- 
ma i Stady at yo rown kame: Enroliment, In- 
struction, ms and ks within the reach of every 
individual. Write for full particulars—free, Address, 
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A. B. & BE. L. SHAW CO. 
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Church Chairs, Puilpits, 
Communion Tables, 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 
81 Causeway St., Boston, Mass. 


Catalogue on request. 
—MONEY— 


Do you need it in your 
Church work. The inter- 
tional Banks 
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Then the-beH rang, 
This week we have to read the first nine 
chapters of Mark, getting ready for review. 
he’d stay away next Sunday, 
only teacher said it was going to be like a 


| game. 


The Study Club 
By President Frank K, Sanders, D.D. 


The Light of Galilee and the Prince of 
Peace (Isa. 9 : 1-9; Micah § : 2-§a), 


HE comprehension of this wonderful 
passage, chosen so appropriately for 
our ristmas lesson, demands a sur- 

vey of the passage which precedes and intro- 
duces it. ‘he joyous appearance of him 
who brcught salvation to his people was in 
contrast to the darkness and despair which 
had settled down upon the nation before his 
time; spiritual darkness during which the 
people were fain to turn for help and leader- 
ship to necromancy, and distress of mind 
which kept them wandering to and fro seek- 
ing relief, 

erse I is transitional. The gloom will 

ass, the land so long reduced to abject 

fumiltation by foreigners is going to be made 
glorious and honorable. Notice #ow beau- 
tifully and appropriately this passage is ap- 
plicd to the selection by Jesus of Capernaum 
as his home during his Galilean ministry. 
Surely a light dawned upon that land,— 
the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God as reflected in the face of Jesus 
Christ, 

Notice the change in style as you read the 
second verse, ‘All at once the prophecy 
breaks into a strain of rapturous and ani- 
mated poetry.’’ The stately measure can 
be grasped by reading verse 2 in two equal 
sentences. 

Notice also the- tenses of verses 2 and 3. 
The past tense really conveys the idea of the 
future very strongly. The prophet transports 
himself into the assured future, Many 
scholars, moreover, agree that, making the 
change of one letter in one word of verse 3, 
thé verse should read, *‘ thou hast multiplied 
the exultation; thou hast increased the 
joy.’" The thought expressed variously is 
that at last the people who have suffered 
such misery and humiliation are to be over- 
whelmed with joy. Their point of view will 
be wholly changed. Hope will take the 
place of despair, for the oppressor whose 
yoke was heavy and his staff kept busy with 
beatings will be overcome. After the great 
victory of Jehovah, every vestige of warfare 
will be burned up in anticipation of the in- 
auguration of the kingdom of universal 
peace. And best of all there will appear 
the expected Messiah, wonderful in char- 
acter, successful in government and lead- 
ership. 

Isaiaa’s noble conception of the future 
may be gathered up in several statements: 
The shortcomings of Judah forced Jehovah 
to bring a judgment of war upon the people ; 
bat there would be a Remnant of the peo- 
ple, emerging purified, obedient and earn- 
est; for the sake of this Remnant, Jehovah 
would both preserve Jerusalem as his abode 
and working center, and raise up a true 
leader, judge, and king, under whose guid- 
ance Judah would fulfil his purpose for the 
world, 

The qualities of this leader are expressed 
in the names by which he is called: Wonder- 
ful-Counsellor,—remarkable for his wisdom 
and judgment; Hero-God, with divinely- 
given strength; Father of Endless Watchful- 
ness, always acting with a father’s care on 
behalf of his people ; Prince of Peace, secur- 
ing by his prowess and devotion the blessings 
of peace and prosperity for his people. What 
a wonderful characterization of an ideal 
leader of men, whose authority and success 
shall be without limit. 

It is interesting to compare the penege in 
Micah § : 2-5 a, closing with the first clause 
ef verse 5.. Micah declares that this mighty 
ruler is to appear from the village of Bethle- 
hem to build up a secure and boundless 
dominion. 

When we study the fulfilment of these re- 
markable predictions in the person of Jesus 
Christ, note the emphasis laid on character, 
on extent of influence, on the effect of that 
influence. How wonderfully it is still com- 
ing true! 





WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 





-, THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





December 16 to 22 


REAT and marvelous events become 
overshadowed frequently in theiv very 
observation, So universally are they 

observed that they become a custom rather 
than a memory, and the sacred and wonder- 
ful events which they hold in memory are 
really overlooked and forgotten, The whole 
world loves Christmas, and honors the mem- 
ory of the birth of Christ, but let us en- 
deavor to hold that day so sacred in memory 
with all that it holds dear, that none may 
overlook him who is its author and center. 
We need to hear ** The glad tidings of great 
joy’ of the angels’ song again, for this song 
was to all people. Christmas without the 
song of the angels, and without the recogni- 
tion of the Infant in the manger at Bethle- 
hem, is Christmas without real significance 
and inspiration, 

As the Wise-men of old brought gifts, so 
may we bring gifts, the blended expcessions 
of reverence, devotion, and loyalty; that 
with all the joys and blessings of the day we 
may have the inward sense of peace and 
gratitude to him who is the author of every 
good gift. 





Mon.—Isa, 9: 1-7. The Prince of Peace. : 

Every child ought to know the sixth verse 
of this ninth chapter of Isaiah. It is one of 
the most beautiful verses of all Scripture, 
A child is born who shall rule the govern- 
ment. He is wonderful, he is a counsellor, 
and still he is the God of all might, and the 
Eternal Father, and the Prince of all peace. 


Help us, O God, to understand that the 
Christmas season brings into our hearts and 
lives, not only the message of Christ's birth, 
but the reality of his power. We thank 
thee that thou hast said that of the increase 
of his government there shall be no end, 
Help us to remember when we pray “*Thy 
kingdom come”’ that we are praying to him 
who is the author and finisher of eternal 
peace. Inthyname. Amen, 


Tues.—Gen, 2: 15-25. Peace of Paradise. 

From the very beginning God’s law placed 
peace in the world, but it could continue 
only as man obeyed God. Peace and obe- 
dience must go together. There cannot be 
one without the other. Peace was destroyed 
when God’s law was broken. The peace of 
conscience goes when we sin, ‘ 


Our blessed, loving Father, we thank thee 
that thou hast given to us light which we 
may follow and be at peace. Help us to re- 
member that we are only sad and discour- 
aged with ourselves when we break thy law. 
May peace and obedience be the rule of our 
lives, Weask it in Chris? s name, Amen, 
Wed.—Ezek. 34 : 25-31. 

Peace of Paradise Restored. 

Peace retarded does not mean peace de- 
stroyed. The sins in Paradise did not mean 
a curse which could not be overcome. The 
Prince of Peace came to restore peace, and 
these verses in Ezekiel give to us a picture 
of the forgiven life enjoying the peace of 
restoration. ‘* They shall dwell safelyin the 
wilderness and sleep in the woods.’’ 

Our Father in heaven we are grateful 
that thou hast not left us in the estate of 
sin into which we have fallen, but that thou 
hast restored us even by the fulness of thy 
salvation. We thank thee that peace has 
been restored to our hearts, and that our 
consciences may be clear even as we trust 
thee, our Saviour and Lord, In thy name. 
Amen. 


Thurs.—Ezek. 37 : 24-28. Covenant of Peace. 

A covenant is more than a promise. 
a contract between two parties. When God 
covenants with us, we know that he will 
always keep his part, and we must do every- 
thing in our power to keep ours. This cov- 
enant of peace which God makes with us is 
to be an everlasting covenant. ‘I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.’’ 

Help us, our Father, to do our full part 
in loyalty in this covenant that thou hast 
made with us. ** When thou seest us falter, 
with a look recall.’’ Give to u:, O God, 
such a sense of dependence upon thee that 
wemay never trust ourselves. May thy cov- 
enant of peace be a permanent one with us 
for thy sake. Amen, 


( Continued on next page) 
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A DICTIONARY 


NEW AND WONDERFUL 
Laird & 


Lee’s Webster's 
New Standard American 
DICTIONARY 
Encyclopedic Library Edi- 
tion, for teac class- 
rooms and home libraries. 
1,440 pp. 10 supplemental 
tions, 26 full'page plates, 
t “page plates, 
11 colored. Bound in genu- 
ine morocco, marble edges 
pat. thumb index, 85.00 
Size 7 %x9X inches. 
A SUPERB GIFT 












UTED LEE, Publishers’ 


1732 Michigan Avenue, - CHICAGO 


An Encyclopedia of the Persons, 
Places and Things of the Bible. 
An Invaluable Source of Informa- 
tion for all Bible Students—alpha- 
betically arranged — convenient — 
exhaustive—authoritative.A splen- 
did gift book for your Minister, 
Superintendent or Teacher In- 
walenble aid to study Sunday- 
school Lessons Old Testament for 
1913. Compiled by leading Evan- 
— authorities, such as Raw: 
inson, Bonar, Farar, Tristram and 
fifty others. This great $5.00 
book sent, express paid, to any 
address for $2.50, as an intro- 
ductory offer. Satisfaction guaran- 
aud 16 pot-pagseet- teed or money refunded. 
ored illustrations. AGENTS WANTED 


M. A..DONOHUE & COMPANY 
701-727 So. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois 


4%, THE CHILD’S HOUR 
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CP remains the leader among chil- 
We dren’s papers. New features 
are introduced with sufficient 
ep ager to hold the interest 
of the children and incite their 
expectancy in its stories, verse, 
and illustrations. It meets the 
modern requirements of Sun- 
day-schools, and will continue 
to do so: Price; 30 cents a 
year, or 25 cents a year each 
in clubs of Io or more to one 
address. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
BOSTON 
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LESSON FOR DEC, 22 (Isaiah 9: 1-7) 


ONLY STRONG 
HEALTHY LUNGS 


can resist the tubercalar 
area 
ready to ttack when t 
system i ds wWoeuhkanad Fre 
colds or coughs. 


Don't neglect a cold— 
drive it out with Scott’s 
Emulsion, which also 
strengthens the lungs and 
builds up the whole body. 

For difficult breathing, sore 


chests and all pulmonary 
troubles nothing compares 


with Scott’s Emulsion. 


' Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 12-124 


If You Have a Man 


to give a present to, 
ou’d surely please 
im with a pair of 


Krementz 
Cuff Buttons 


(One-piece Bean and Post) 


‘The strongest cuff buttons 
made. ‘Ihe thickest metal 
comes in the post, that gets 
the greatest wear. 

Leading jewelers and. 
haberdashers sell Krementz 
Cuff Buttons, in many at- 
tractive styles—both in solid 
gold and in Krementz Qual- 
ity Rolled Gold Plate that 
wears for years, and the gold 
will neither rub through nor 
rub off. 

A booklet describing the con- 
struction and showing man > 
tractive designs, and Gift 
sent on request. wK 
K t & be. 123 Chestnut St., 

rementzZ ley NEWARK, N. j. 
Largest Manufacturers of high grade Jewelry in the World. 



































X-mas Presents 


FOR YOUR SCHOLARS 


Oe bo be 


We sold an immense quantit ms By A. mar 
GOLD PINS last Christmas. 
beautiful present for either Gane -& girts, 

Books and cards are such common presents that 
they are soon laid aside and forgotten, while these 
beautiful little gold pins will be worn for months 
and be a constant reminder of the Sunday-school. 
Special Offer: 12 Gold S. S. Pins for $2.00 

Guaranteed 5 years. Send your order early. 

WHAT OTHERS SAY 

Ottumwa, lowa.—To -~ 4 we are pleased is put- 
ting it mildly.—ALan We 

Newrornt, Inp.—The children were delighted 
with them.—Myrtie JERMAN. 

Mixes City, Mont.—Enclosed find money or- 
der for ro2 S. S. Pins. We have decided to give 
them to our school as Christmas presents.—Kev. 

. CALVIN. 


COLUMBUS JEWELRY CO. 
51 E. State Street, - - Columbus, Ohio 
“ The above firm is reliable.”"—Rev. Jos. CLarx. 











How do you keep your Scarf Pins? 
“The Rochester” Scarf Pin Case 


will take care of them for 
you, out of harm’s way,and 
where you can find them 
instantly. 
Made He Fine Leather, 
Velvet Lined,with com- 
ponents for 12 Scarf 





mt Practical Necessity 
for as Every Gentleman. 
An Excellent Holiday 
Remembrance fora 
Friend. 
Name Stamped with Gold 
Leaf 25 cents extra. Send for Catalogue. 


Seal Skin. - $3.00 
Fine Calf, - 2.00 E, J, BosworTH SPECIALTY Co. 
25 SOUTH WATER STREET, ROCHESTER, Ni, Y. 


Real Morocco, —f ae 
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Fri.—Isa. 26: 1-7. The Secret of Peace. 

The third verse ef the twenty-sixth chap- 
ter of Isaiah should be one of the memory 
eater a lives. ‘*Thou wilt keep him 

n perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
thes.” The whole spirit of the Christmas 
season should be one of peaceful, loving 
trust in Christ. 


May we, our loving Father, learn to keep 
our hearts and minds both stayed upon thee 
that we may ulways be at peace with our- 
selves, with thee, and with our fellow-men. 
May none of the turmoil or anxiety of this 
life injure the inward peace which we have 
with thee. Wilt thou dwell in our hearts, 
and may our minds constantly dwell upon 
thee. In thy name we askit, Amen. 


Sat.—Isa. 12. Song of Peace. 

There is no sense of peace like that which 
comes after warfare. Even the flush of vic- 
tory is not so wonderful a reward of war as 
the consciousness of an inward peace and 
sense of quiet security. It is then that the 
heart breaks forth in joy and song. 


O Lord God Jehovah, wilt thou be our 
strength and our song. May we, too, draw 
water out of the wells of our salvation, that 
we may be refreshed and thy name always be 
exalted. Help us to have the joy of peace, 
and a clear conscience in all thatwe do, We 
ask it for the Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


Sun.—John, 14: 25-31. A Parting Gift. 

Few sentences in the Scriptures have the 
comfort in them which the fourteenth chap- 
ter of John possesses. ‘* Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give unto you.’’ Hearts 
without number have been comforted in 
times of sadness and loneliness by this 
blessed promise ; this gift of peace truly is 
part of God’s greatest gift, *‘ The wonderful 
gift from above.’’ 

Our gracious Father, thou who hast given 
to us so many gifts and blessings, we thank 
thee that the highest and best among them 
all, the gift of thy Son, hath added to us as 
well the gift of peace. We thank thee for 
the comfort of thy Holy Spirit, and may this 
peaceful messenger bear to us this inward 
sense of quietness which the world cannot 
destroy. For thy sake. Amen. 








A Doctor’s Sleep 
Found He Had to Leave Off Coffee 


Many persons do not realize that a bad 
stomach will cause insomnia. 

Coffee and tea drinking being such an 
ancient and respectable form of habit, 
few realize that the drug—caffeine—con- 
tained in coffee and tea, is one of the 
principal causes of dyspepsia and nerv- 
ous troubles. 

Without their usual portion of coffee 
or tea, the caffeine topers are nervous, 
irritable and fretful. That's the way 
with a whiskey drinker. He has got to 
have his dram ‘‘to settle his nerves "— 
habit. 

Toleave off coffee or tea is an easy mat- 
ter if you want to try it, because Postum 
gives a gentle but natural support to the 
nerves and does not contain any drug— 
nothing but food. 

Physicians know this to be true, as one 
from Ga. writes : 

‘*I have cured myself of a long-stand- 
ing case of Nervous Dyspepsia by leav- 
ing off coffee and using Postum,” says 
the doctor. 

‘*l also enjoy refreshing sleep, to which 
I’ve been an utter stranger for 20 years. 

‘*In treating dyspepsia in its various 
types, I find little trouble when I can in- 
duce patients to quit coffee and adopt 
Postum.” 

The Dr. is right and ‘‘there’s a rea- 
son.” Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road 
to Wellville,” in pkgs. 

Postum now comes in concentrated, 
a form called Instant Postum. It 

apr pared by stirring a level teaspoon- 

in acup of hot water, adding sugar 
“ taste, and enough cream to bring the 
color to golden brown. 

Instant Postum is convenient ; there’s 
no waste ; and the flavour is always uni- 
form. Sold by grocers—so-cup tin 30 
cts., 100-cup tin 50 cts. 

A 5-cup trial tin mailed for grocer’s 
name and 2-cent stamp for postage. 
— Cereal Co., Ltd., Battle Creek, 

ich. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 22, 1912 


What the Coming of Christ has Done 
and Will Do for the World (Luke 
1: 67-79. Christmas meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week”. 


MON.—Brought mee oa Heb. 1: 2-3} 
‘TUES.— Made God visible er 14 : 5-11). 
WED.—Established brotherhood (Matt. 23: 


8-12). 
THUR.—Will abolish war (Isa. 2 : 1-5). 
FR1I.—Gives spiritual insight ( Eph.g : 1-6,9). 
Sat —Sets up a perfect ideal (Eph. 5 :1, 2). 











What has Christ done for you ? 


What do you think Christ would do if he 
were here in the body ? 


How is Christ working now, and what is he 
doing ? 


OME years ago, im a remarkable book 
entitled ‘* Gesta Christi,’’—that is, 
‘* The Works of Christ,’? Mr. Charles 
Loring Brace summarized the influence 
which Christ has exerted in the life of the 
world, A new edition of the book has been 
published recently, and it can be obtained for 
one dollar from George Doran, publishers, 
38 West 32d Street, New York g ity. Two 
headings alone will show how rich the influ- 
ence of Christ was in the Roman Empire and 
in the Middle Ages: 


Chapter 10.—Résumé of Reforms in Roman 
Period: 

Christianity Influenced Patria Potestas and 
Succession of Property; Diminished Un- 
natural Vices; Taught Purity; Put an End 
to Exposure of Children ; Founded Charities 
and ‘Taught more Equitable Distribution of 
Wealth ; Checked Licentious and Cruel 
Sports, and caused Humane Legislation ; 

itigated and Undermined Slavery and Serf- 
dom; Elevated Woman and Marriage; 
Need of Fresh Races for the True Work of 
Religion. —Afforded by the Keltic and Ger- 
man Tribes, 


Chapter 23.— Résumé of Reforms in the Mia- 
dle Ages. 

1, Value Attached by Christianity to Mar- 
riage, and New Position of Woman. 2. Re- 
straint of Feud and Blood Revenge. 3. 
Checking Private War by Peace of God. 4. 
Urging Arbitration. 5. Opposing Judicial 
Duel and Ordeal. 6. Restraining Torture. 
7. Commanding Humanity to the Stranger 
and Shipwrecked. 8, Power of Religion 
over Codes of Itaw. 9g. Its Influence on 
Education. 10. Gradual Effect on Slavery 
and Serfdom. 11. Founding Charities. 12. 
Influence on the Chivalric Ideals. —Reasons 
of its Want of Full Success. 


% 

Two other useful books are Storr’s ‘* Di- 
vine Origin of Christianity, Indicated by Its 
Historic Effects,’? and Uhlhorn’s *‘ Conflict 
of Christianity with Heathenism.’’ No one 
can read these books without perceiving that 
Christ’s coming was of revolutionary signifi- 
cance to the world, 


All types of men have recognized and 
acknowledged the unique work of Christ in 
the life of the world. 


Johann von Miiller, a skeptical historian, 
accidentally taking up the New Testament, 
and ea Christ the explanation of history, 
wrote : n all my study of the ancient 
times I have always felt the want of some- 
thing, and it was not until I knew our Lord 
that all was clear to me; with him there is 
nothing that I am not able to solve.’’ 


Even the Jew turns toward him. A priest 
in Boston recently Spoke of him as ‘that 
unexampled Rabbi.’ And Rabbi Kohler, 
in opening the Jewish Congress in Chicago 
in 1893, exclaimed, ‘‘ Jesus, the keeper of 
the poor, the friend of the sinner, the brother 
of the sufferer, the comfort of ‘the sorrow- 
laden, the healer of the sick, the uplifter of 
the fallen, the lover of men, the redeemer 
of women. We claim him as our own.’ | 

% 

‘** To children,”’ as Uhihorn says in ‘* The 
Conflict of Christianity with Heathenism,”’ 
**the gospel first gave their rights. They, 

( Continued on uext page) 





150 wil. 


It stands always ready to 


payments now exceéd 
lions. 
meet any call which may be made 


upon it. 






When next you insure 


Insist on the Hartford 
Agents Everywhere 


THE ORIENT 


Cook’s 46th Annual Series of Tours de Luxe 
to Kgypt, the Nile and Bible Lands leave during 

january, pobruary and : ee Limited parties. 
nclusive fares, $66. 


ZURICH 


‘Thomas Cook & Son have been officially ap inted 
ue eaiee't Agents for the World's Sev- 
enth School Convention at Zurich 
in 1913. lolermanion regarding travel arrange- 
Pry from_the Transpo ion Committee, 

5 Broad Street, Boston, Massachusetts, or 


‘THOS. COOK & SON 











245 Broadway, New York 

137 S. Broad St., puitgcclphia 

336 Washin St., Boston, Mass. 
145 Abroad 
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: me Jae. ian. 30 and Feb. 18, 1913, for 

Egypt, Yen, See a finest accommoda- 

Geas—ealeaned leaders. Descriptive booklet now ready 
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Chautauqua Tours (lac.), . 


The Pratt Teachers’ Agency 


70 Fifth Av New York 
Recommends teachers to colleges, public and prvate 
schools in all parts of the country 

Advises parents about schools." Wm.0.Pratt,digr. 




















* HORE RAINS, TOE BEM PROPER RIOR” 2, 2oo-pp. i 


Domestic Sesoneg | raved For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions, AMERICAN SCHOOL oF 
omME Economics, 502 \V. 6oth St., Cuicaco, Inn. 








The only way to. cure 
Corns— inn Wo tans them 
out by the roots. Oorn Salve 


does that. Quick, safe, sure. 
15 cemta at druggists’ or by mail. 








When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sanday School Times. 
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The Cheer of Christmas is 
made real by delicious 
Home-Baked Food 


sROYALE 


BAKING POWDER 


Absolutely Pure 


The only Baking Powder made from 
Royal Grape Cream of Tartar. 
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Victory in Chris 


By Robert F. 
Horton, D.D. 


The book includes these chapters: ‘‘The Daring of the Victorious Life,"’ 
** Bible Study,’’ ‘* Prayer,’’ ‘*Service,’’ ‘‘ Evangelism,’’ ‘‘‘Temptagion,’”’ 


** Joy.” 
Christian. 116 pages. 
seller, or direct from the publishers, 


It has a message of encouragement and power for the defeated 
50 cents, postpaid. Order through your book- 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, a 








off BER old Bonds 





Philadelphia 


PRESENT A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY to increase your income and at the same time to 
devote your principal to Missionary Work. Ain interesting circular will be mailed on receipt of 
your request. It is good reading and sure to interest you. The issue of Bonds is very nearly 
exhausted. Drop a card to F. M. BRASELMANN, Treasurer, Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
lication and Sabbath School Work, 124 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 











Splendid Gift Books 


Golden Thoughts to Cheer 
You on Your Way and 
Friendship Tried and True 


Collections of happy, helpful 
thoughts. Bound in heavy 
¥ paper,linen finish and deckel 
edge. Kach pageilluminated, 
Tied with silk cord, Beauti- 
ful cover. 64 pages boxed. 
§x6% in. Postpaid, 
FT LEATHER, $1.00. 


IDEAL BOOK BUILDERS, Publishers 
Lakeside Bidg., Adams and Clark Sts., Chicago 


Gye Sandy School Times 


Philadelphia, December 7, 1912 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States aad 
Canada. ‘Lhese rates include postage: 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 

* separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 

$ 1.50 copies less than tive, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

. One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will rons Aesmea 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 

hace Dr, cocapten och onan, ne 

Bnough copies of any one wsue of the paper to 
enable ail the teachers of a school teexamine tt, wiil 
be sent free upon application. 

Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL Tims Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphie, Pa. 

















50 cents, |" 





An Investor in Farm Mortgages 


who has been a client of 
mine for thirteen years 
writes : 

** You have invested for 
me more than two hun- 
dred and twenty-six 
thousand seven hun- 
dred dollars, and there 

ave been no losses of 
either principal or in- 
terest consider that 
there is no safer form of 
investment than First 

‘arm Mortgages, and 
especially when selected 
















way in which you have 
done for me.' 

Why not profit by this 
man’s experience, and 
permit me to send you ‘ist 
of mortgages, $200, $400, 

500, $800, $1,000, $1,500 
and upwards. 


references. 
Charles E. Coleman “vite. fvttinccs” 


542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 


A New S. S. Song Book 
With Full Orchestration 


Beautiful new songs, favorite old songs, and choice 
Church hymns in this new book, and a complete or- 
chestration by an expert. ‘I'he prettiest songs and the 
prettiest orchestration you ever heard. Now ready. 
Ask for sample pages. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE Sicacus. NY 


GOSPEL TEXT CALENDAR 
FOR 1913 NOW READY 


It is a beautiful art calendar. Contains thirteen 
sheets, with a‘ Bible.text for each day in the year. 
Send 25 cents for sample copy, and prices in donen 
lots or more. Makes a beautiful Christmas present 


H. S. Hallman @ ote" Sataric 




















in the conservative | 


Write for booklet G and | 





( Continued from preceding page) 


too, in antiquity were beyond the pale of the 
laws. A father could dispose of his children 
at will. If he did not wish to rear them, he 
could abandon or kill them, The law of the 
Twelve Tables expressly awarded to him 
this right. Plato and Aristotle approved of 
parents’ abandoning weak and sickly children 
whom they were unable to support, or who 
could not be of use to the state. Whoever 
picked up a child who had been deserted 
could dispose of it and treat it as a slave. 
The father’s power over his children was 
limitless ; life and death were at his disposal. 
Christianity, on the contrary, taught parents 
that their children were a gift from God, a 
pledge entrusted to them, for which they 
were responsible to him. It spoke not 
merely of the duties of children, but also of 
the duties of parents; and since it invested 
these, as representatives of God, with 
something of his majesty and honor, it ap- 
pointed to them the lofty task of educating 
their baptized offspring as children of God, 
and for his kingdom. ‘The exposition of 
children was looked upon by Christians as 
plainly unlawful, it was regarded and treated 
as murder, And, though paternal authority 
was highly esteemed, there could no longer 
be any claim to an unconditional right over 
children after men had learned to look upon 
them as God's property.” 





| Children at Home 








A Christmas Surprise 
By Louise Hayden Tilden 


HE warm glow of the firelight danced on 
the bright faces of the three little Van- 
Nesses—Ruth, Elizabeth, and John— 

as they sat on the hearth rug. It was Christ- 
mas Eve. Father hadn’t come home yet, 
and mother was busy upstairs, Some part 
of each day during the past few weeks 
mother and Ruth and Elizabeth and John 


had been just as busy as bees, cutting and |- 


sewing, tacking and pasting pretty silks and 
bright-colored ribbons, picture cards, and 
Merry Christmas cards, into all sorts of dainty 
things for the little folks in the hospital 
near by. There were so many girls and boys 
there who wouldn’t be able to be home to 
hang up their stockings on Christmas Eve, 
and so many more who hadn’t any mothers 
and fathers to make surprises for them, that 
Ruth and Elizabeth and John wished they 
were each twins so that they could do just 
twice as much. 

Mother had been full of nice surprises and 
happy plans for these little sufferers, and she 
had found so much for Ruth’s and Elizabeth’s 
and John’s nimble fingers tg do that they 
hadn’t thought or talked about much else 
during these busy days. And now Christ- 
mas Eve was here, and they hadn’t made one 
single plan to surprise mother on Christmas 
morning; and they always ‘did chat! 

They were trying so hard to think of some- 
thing that they could do that mother would 
never dream of their doing, and it just seemed 
as if they couldn’t find one bright idea in any 
corner of their busy little brains. Finally 
big sister Ruth jumped up. clapping her 
hands, saying, ‘*I know what we’ll do! I 
know what we’ll do! 

**Oh, do tell us what it is,’’ cried Elizabeth 
and John at once, 

‘* Hark,’’ said Ruth, **you must be very 
quiet now while I tell you, because mother 
mustn’t know how we are going to surprise 
her, 

**You know that ‘pretty Christmas Carol 
we are practising in Sunday-school to sing 
nextSunday?’’ Ruth continued. ‘ Let’s sing 
that outside mother’s door early to-morrow 
morning. But let’s get up very early, before 
mother and father are awake, and before we 
look into our stockings, or at the Christmas 
tree, let’s come down stairs v-e-r-y q-u-i-e-t- 
l-y. ‘You and John, Elizabeth, can set the 
table for breakfast, and, as I’m the biggest, 
I'll start up the fire and do lots of those little 
things towards preparing breakfast that 
mother has been showing me how to do, and 
then when we’ve done all we can, we’ll go 
upstairs and sing the carol. We'll have to 
be very careful and not make the least bit of 
noise when we are stirring around or mother 
will be sure. to hear us, and I do so want to 
sing her awake !’’ 

** Won’t she,be surprised, ’’ chimed in Eliz- 
abeth, ‘* because she’ll surely think that. the 
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first thing qwe’//. do will be to empty our 
stockings. It will be such fun to come down 
first in the early morning all by ourselves !’’ 

“Sure,” said Joha, **that will be great, 
because mother’s been thinking of us and 
those other kids for so long, and we've been 
thinking so much about Lame Jimmie and 
Cc Tom and all the other poor kids in 
the ital that we haven’t thought about 
her a bit.” | ‘ 

“*Shh,’’ said Ruth, ‘‘there comes mother 
down the stairs,—and here comes Daddy too, 
I heard his key in the latch.’’ With that 
they all jumped up and raced to get the first 
kiss. 

Ruth and Elizabeth and John were.so ex- 
cited during supper that they could hardly 
keep their secret. Mother and father pre- 
tended that they didn’t notice the little nods 
and whispers which passed between them. 
And when mother said it was bedtime, how 
they did scamper off upstairs so as to get lots 
of sleep because they were so afraid they 
wouldn’t wake up early enough to carry out 
their plans, 

But they did! Ruth was up first, and 
called to Elizabeth and John in a whisper to 
hurry and get dressed. Dear me, it just 
seemed as if they flew around as they made 
the breakfast table ready.. And soon they 
were tiptoeing upstairs very quietly. Then 
they formed a little crescent moon in the hall 
by mother’s room door, and when all were 
ready they sang,—weuld you like to know 
what they sang that mother thought was so 
sweet, and surprised her so, and brought fa- 
ther to the door to give them each a big bear 
hug? Well, it was this: 

Hark, the Christmas bells are ringing, 
Gladdest message they are bringing, 
Joyful peals they ring to-day, 
These the words they seem to say -— 
** Christ is born on this morn, 
— our happy, happy lay !"’ 
ing, bells, sweetly ring, 
Chifdren with you sing— 
** Christ is born on this morn,” 
Ring, bells, ring ! 


HADDONFIELD, N. J. 
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A Little Shepherd 
(Continued from page 780) 


by—him. And when I woke up—he’d gone! 
Gone back! Gone back, you see, without 
that other dreadful part comin’ to him. Qh, 
I’m so glad, so terrible glad,—I—.’’ His 
head dropped over against me, and I saw 
he’d fainted dead away. 

Well, you know what’s coming. Nobody 
in the world, particular a little delicate child 
like that, could have stood what he did that 
freezing night. No one—besides them who 
looked down at it from up above—ever knew 
just what happened in that lonesome hill 
pasture that Christmas eve. How long the 
boy was there, when the sickness took him, 
what time he went to the Bethlehem man- 
ger, not one of uS could guess. And what 
did it matter? His little dream, even if it 
was a dream, comforted him to the last ; 
and he forgot the cold, the dark, the wait- 
ing, the lonesomeness, in the joy of that sec- 
ond coming. He lingered a few days, though 
never quite conscious of the things ’round 
him, ~Butevery word he spoke in that kind 
of quiet wandering was clean and sweet as 
the little life had always been. And nigh 
about all his talk was of the Baby who had 
come again, and who, this second time, had 
found only welcome, shelter, warmth, and, 
oh, such beautiful love. ‘* He smiled,’’ the 
quiet voice went on, ‘‘ He smiled at every- 
thing ’round, and then at me. I bet he 
loved the world when he see it this time, and 
I—guess—he—loved—me.”’ 

** Aunt. Viny,’’ he. says. one time, ‘‘I 
didn’t have him a very long spell, did I? 
Think he’ll ’member me when I see him 
next time ?’’ And when I was trying to 
answer through the tears choking me up he 
puts in, ‘*I guess he will, and ’t any rate 1’!] 
know him right straight off. But then,’’ 
says he softly, **I’d known him a-dreadful 
long time. Why I—loved him “fore I’d 
ever seed him at all.”” And into my head 
came those Bible words, ** Whom having not 
seen we love.’’ 

So he passed from us, quiet and more than 
peaceful: happy. For he wasn’t thinking 
of his own going, but was glad with such a 
great gladness for the quick and early paés- 
ing this second time of the One whose priest 
and prophet and forerunner he had chosen 
and loved to be. 
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EDINBURGH IN NEW YORK 
HAVE THE 


Largest Variety of Bibles 


Both in Ming James Version and 
American Standard Version in 
all sizes of type and all styles of binding. 


Nelson’s Bibles are the Best 


Because our long experience of over 50 years in Bible 
making enables us to give you the very best expert 
workmanship and quality. Nelson’s Bibles are famed 
for their beauty and their strong durable bindings. 
All our Bibles are bound in our own bindery under 
our direct supervision, and no expense has_ been 
spared in obtaining all the latest appliances in book- 
making and the most expert workmen, so that every 
Bible we make is absolutely dependable. Our thin 
India Paper Editions are the latest word in Bible printing. 


American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee, 1901 








“Ts the Standard Version of the Scriptures for the 
English speaking world” because it is ‘the best ver- 
sion in any language.” 

Made in every style to meet every need 
Send for Complete Catalogue Showing Over 400 Styles of Bibles and Testament 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 


381 A Fourth Ave. (Cor. 27th St.), New York 


Agents wanted for Cross Reference Bible 














Do Your Christmas 
Shopping by Mail 





The modern business world has so developed that no com- 
modity is too large or too small to be bought through the mail, and 
at prices no higher than those of the average city or village store. 

Books lend themselves to this form of merchandising most 
readily. Christmas Cards and Calendars are articles of the 


Sante sort. 


The Griffith and Rowland Press is desirous of serving you 
through the mails, as above indicated. It has a handsome cata- 
logue of 300 pages, containing illustrations of books, calendars, 
cards, and other articles suitable for Christmas Gifts, which it 
will be glad to send you on request, without charge. Write for 
it at once and your wants will be met. 





The Land of Ice and Snow 


This is the sixth and last volume of “The Young Mineral- 


ogist Series.” 


Fascinating Tales of Adventure for Boys. 


By Edwin J. Houston 


The Christian Standard says : 


‘« There is a good health and an air 


of free manliness about these stories of Mr. Houston, They have a thrill 
of adventure, without the luridness of continual carnage and“the monotony 
of unending mishap. They have the atmosphere of the mountainside and 
the wholesomeness of untouched nature.’’ 


The other volumes in this series are: ‘A Chip of the Old 
Block,” “The Jaws of Death,” ‘‘Once a Volcano,” ‘The Land 


of Drought,” “The Yellow Magnet.” 


itself. Price per copy, $1.25. 


Each story complete in 





THE GRIFFITH & ROWLAND PRESS 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 

















Just Published 


TWO NEW BOOKS BY 
PROF. WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH 


that will be read over and over again by all lovers of true devotional litera- 
ture and should be placed in the hands of every Sunday-school teacher 


UNTO ME PRAYERS OF THE 
Or, The Religious Quality SOCIAL AWAKENING 


of Social Work 
** These prayers are breatned out 


Crystallized into this bril- Co bennttiel Geek on maine : 
7 ser > % o ei to) tu anc 
liant essay by Prof. Rausche Ne sweetly as fragrance rises Sa a 
busch is the essence of Christ's flower. In this warm spiritual at- 
message and his interpretation mosphere the heart opens and the 
of life. devotional spirit is a - ae 
yrayers are saturatec with the 
Helen Campbell, author of ca be spirit, which is the essen- 
‘Prisoners of Poverty," savs: tial spirit of Christianity. ‘he 
*€ One closes the little book with book is an important contribu- 
the sense of a great organ note—a tion to the literature of Social 
ten er yet mystic tone in tiie words, 


( hristianity. . . This book will 
which themselves make music. It be the ‘Imitation of Christ’ for 
should be in the hands of every 


generations to come. . . . I have 
social worker, no matter what the never read anything that so 
faith they hold in church or state, aroused in me the devotional 
for strength and inspiration go with spirit.”’—Josiak Strong, President 
it, the formulation of all the social of the American Institute of So- 
worker seeks to promote.”’ cial Service. 
Among the themes are: The Religious ‘It isa singularly *beautiful piece of book- 
Quality of Social Work; Social Work is | ™#king.”—Xay Stannard Baker. 
Christian Work; Love for God Demands 
Love for Men; Love for Men Trains the 
Love for God ; Social Work Brings a New 
Experience of Religion. 























Holiday edition, attractively. printed in 
gray, green and gold bronze, with distinct- 
ive Fifteenth Century borders. 

3ound in art boards. with portrait of Bound in vellum to simulate parchment. 
author. Price, 35 cents net; postage, 130 pages, 5%x8% inches. Price, 50 cents 
5 cents. net ; postage, 10 cents. 


THE JUVENILE HIT OF THE YEAR 


JOHNNY BLOSSOM. enue Poucsson 


An ideal birthday or Christmas gift for a bov. ‘The Outlook of November 23rd says : 
‘*Johnny Blossom's gay little figure, with mouth pursed up in a shrill whistle, wins our 
hearts at first sight. No littl Lord Fauntleroy is Johnny—and even less is he the irre- 
sponsible mischief of modern boy stories. He is simply the demrest, most natural boy we 
have met in all recent fiction. .. . Evervbody should know dear litile Johnnv Blossom.”’ 
‘The book is illustrated most attractively bv Mrs. Florence Liley Young, whose work in 
the Youth's Companion and other well-known papers has given her high rank in the field 
of child illustrators. Printed in two colors. Price, $1.00 net; postage, Io cents. 
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ATTRACTIVE GIFT BOOKS 
FOR ALL AGES 








KATE DOUGLAS WIGGIN’S 


The Birds’ Christmas Carol 





No more gratifying gift book can be conceived than this volume. A new generation has come 


since ‘ ‘lhe Birds’ Christmas Carol’ was written, 
ones.”’— Washington Star. New holiday edition. 


The Inner Flame 
amet LARA LOUISE BURNHAM 


‘There is no sweeter or more whole- 
ours charming book in all the sea- 
son’s list.’’ — ¢ hicago Tribune. With 
frontispiece in color. $1.25 me¢. Postage 
14 cents. 


Gutter Babies 
By DORO'THEA SLADE 
Vivid portrayals of the lives of London 
slum children, told with humor and 
pathos. Illustrated. $1.25 mez. Postage 
12 cents, 





and now it will make new friends while deli ghting old 
Illustrated in color. $1.00 me¢. Postage 12 cents. 


° ’ « 
The Children’s Reading 
By FRANCES J. OLCOTT 
A helpful book for parents, librarians 
BS and teachers, reviewing the entire field of 
juvenile literature. $1.25 met. Postage 

12 cents. ° 


Concerning Sally 
By WILLIAM J). HOPKINS 
‘The prettiest of pretty stories. . . 
Iti is safe to predict that it is going to be 
one of the popular books of the gift-giving 
season.” —Boston Transcript. $1.35 net. 
Postage 11 cents. 





FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


FOR LITTLE CHILDREN 





With the Indians in the Rockies 
By J. W. SCHULTZ 
** No work of fiction for boys can exceed in in- 
terest that of this book.’”’—Chicago Tribune. ll- 
lustrated. $1.25 met. Postage 13 cents. 
The Young Minute Man of 1812 
By E. ‘T. TOMLINSON 
The thrilling experiences of a boy who joined 
the garrison at Sacket’s Harbor and who later 
was present at the battle of Lake Champlain. 
Illustrated. $1.50, postpaid. 
The Camp at Sea-Duck Cove 
By ELLERY H. CLARK 
The adventures of a brave, wholesome athlete. 
Just the kind of book to delight a bo — 
Detroit Journal. illustrated. $1.25 net. Lost. 
age, 12 cents. 
The Castle of Zion 
gy GEORGE HODGES 
Old Testament stories told with Dean Hodge’s 
well-known charm, Illustrated. $1.50 ze¢. Post- 
age 17 cents. 
Their City Christmas 
By ABBIE FARWELL BROWN 
The unique experiences of two children who 
spend Christmas in the city for the first time. _ILi- 
lustrated. 75 cents wef. Postage 8 cents. 





The Japanese Twins 
3y LUCY FITCH PERKINS 
Through these little Japanese twins children 
will learn of the queer life and customs, games 
and duties of their playmates on the other side of 
the world. Lilustrated. $1.00 wet. Postage 14 cents. 
The Turkey Doll 
By JOSEP HINE S. GATES 
** Full of the holiday spirit and wiil surely delight 
the little ones.’ ‘ew Orleans Times Democrat. 
Illustrated in c olor. 75 cents met. Postage 8 cents. 
The Seashore Book 
By E. BOYD SMITH 
Every phase of life on the seashore is described in 
words and pictures for children. Plenty of action 
and much detail add zest to this admirable juvenile. 
lilustrated in color. $1.50 met. Postage 15 cents. 
*Twas the Night Before Christmas 
_ JESSIE WILLCOX SMITH EDITION 
‘A be: autiful new presentation of the childhood 
c la assic.”’— Washington Star. \llustrated in color. 
$1.00 net. Poste age 10 cents. 
The Best Stories to Tell to Children 
By SARA CONE BRYANT 
Acharming collection of stories which the author 
has found most popular with the young. Fully 
illustrated in color. $1.50 met. Postage 15 cents. 





A new magazine devoted to the enrichment of family life, treating of 
HOME PROGRESS the health, mental training and moral guidance of childre mn. For full 


information regarding the Home Progress Society, of which this is 


but a part, address the Home Progress Society, 


The Riverside Press, C ambridge, Massachusetts. 
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